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PREFACE 

Theodore Parker was b(ft*n 24 August, 1810,^ in 
Massachusetts, where his father wa% a small farmer. 
J[t the age" of seventeen he began teaching ia a school 
in orcte'r t^ procure the means of getting himself a college 
education. Qn graduating at the University of Harvard, 
he became in 1837 Hiinister of the Unitarian Church 
at Roxbury, He removed to Boston in 1845, Where 
Jife^niinistered to a large ccgigregation for fourteen years. 
He ako lectured all over the United States. He laboured 
for peace,* temperance, and education ; and still more 
ardently for the abolition of slavery. 

He’^^became prostrated by over- work before he was 
fifty years of age. In 1858 he visited Eurojjp in the 
hope of regaining his health; but in 'vain. He wrote 
home ; ‘ My life is slowly dragging to an qpd. I h^e 
sought to teach the true idea of man; of G6d*; of 
religion, with its truths, its duties, its joys. I hav^ 

S into the battle of the nineteenth century and 
wed the Qag of Humanity.* He died at Florence, 
10 May, i860. 

The centenary collected edition of his works, pifftlished 
by the American Unitarian Association, fills fourteen 
volumes. The, Prayers v^iich are issued in this little 
Book have passed through five editioas in various forms. 
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They were taken down in shorthand by frimdly hands, 
and Theodore Parker had no opportunity of correAing 
them for the press. They were first published ^n i86i. 

An eminent Trinitarian divine, the Rev. Prof. Braston 
(of the Theological Faculty in the University of -Yale) 
says, in his Modem Pulpit, ' Parker’s reverence and 
love for God are disclosed in his public prayers ; wh^ch, 
for elevation and tendeAiess of human feeling, and lor 
felicity of literary expre&ion, are amongst the choicest 
in all liturgical litef-ature.* 

They g© to the heart because they come from the hear!:. 
The Rev. J. W. Chadwick, the biographer of) Theodore 
Parker, writes : ' I have read hundred? of memoirs 
of religious thirtkers and teachers, but I have nowhere 
encoiiitered among modem ones another man whose 
religiousness seems to me to have been so complete 
so perpetual a presence and a delight to him a!5 was 
Parker’s. I cannot conceive of a man living more hab- 
itually in a consciousness of the Divine Perfection, and 
in the peace which such consciousness assures. First 
and last , and always, he was a believing and ^iejoicing 
soul.’ Hence came it* that, as Parker says of himself, 
* 'fne natural attitude of my mind has always been prayer- 
ful. I sing prayers when I travel on quiet roads ; and the 
utterance of^a prayer is as simple to me as breathing.* 

This attitude of mind became evident whenever ,hf 
conducted public worship. One of his constant hearers 
relates , that ' On more than half the Sundays, I could 
see 'i'ears run down his face before he had finished his 
prayer.* Jt is therefore not surprising that Mrs. Julia 
Ward Howe, when writing ••her autobiography, could 
still say, forty years after his deaths—* No rite of public 
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worship;* not even the Easter-service at Rome, has 
eveif impressed me so deeply as did Theodore Parker’s 
prayers .• The printed volume of them can coijvey no 
sense of his sublime attitude of reverence as he stood 
with frms extended, his featutes lit up with the glory 
of his high office. Truly he talked with God ; and took 
us jivith him into^ the Divine Presence.’ Miss Aicott 
(tll^ authoress of LMe Women) gives a kindred picture 
of ‘ the slow soft folding of the hands, the reverent bowing 
of the good grey head, the tears that* sometimes veiled 
t^e voice, the simplicity, frankness, and eafhestness. 

. . . If was a quiet talk with God; as if long intercourse 
had made it natural and easy to submit all things to the 
All-Wise as freely as children bring tBeir little hopes 
and fears to the mother’s knee. He made religion 
a power one could make one’s daily bread.’ But, 
as she justly adds, ‘The secret of the worth of the 
prayers lies in the fact that those who knew his life felt 
that he had a right to pray . . . His life was prayer made 
visible. 

The present People’s edition of Theodore Parker’s 
Prayers, edited by the Rev. Charles Hargrove for the 
British and Foreign Unitarian Association, is pu^i^ed 
on the suggestion and with the generous assistance of, 
a friend 
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Had these prayers dome to us through the autjsaor 
otthem I should have Scrupled to make any alteration 
except by way di omission of passages which referred 
to subjects of local or temporary interest. The Anfi- 
Slavery agitation is happily a thing of the past ; the 
landing of the Pilgrim Fathers and foundation of the 
American Republic are of secondary interest to English 
worshippers. The numerous allusions to the seasons 
of the year when each prayer was offered are no longf^r 
suitable when the dates, as has been judged best, have 
been omitted and the collection adapted for use at all 
times ; moreover, the phenomena? of the seasons are 
not quite the same in different countries, and the^ words 
which Y/ell describe springtide or autumn in Massachu- 
setts do not always dpply in England or Australia. 
/Besides ♦these passages, I have omitted others as 
^ redundant, though not without reluctance. Those who 
pray out oi*the fulness of the heart and without written 
word before them must inevitably repeat themselye^. 
and if it were possible we should scarcely desire to hear ' 
at eve^y service altogether new prayers. But when they 
coflCto be put on permanent record in the printed page 
it is not jiecesoatry to rf^hearse every variation of the 
saqie constant themes of 'feith and submission and 
overflowing thankfulness. 
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It has*beeif a more delicate work, and one which I 
have sparingly adventured, to put my hand to prune 
some exuberances of style which, justifiable at the 
moment of delivery, would not it seemed to me stand 
the t^st of the speaker's delibetate judgment. 

If I had been editing the P» ayers solely for my own 
use, I should have made further alterations in places 
where possibly the minister, liS? many a poet, has been 
carried away by the intense feeling of the hour, and has 
failed to comply with the rule the grSat enthusiast St. 
Paul laid down for himself ; ' I will pray with the spirit, 
and I*will pray with the understanding also.* But I 
have 4lGt considerea it within my right to alter or take 
away anything which Theodore Parker himself ^yould 
have left as it was first printed. Could I consult him 
he would no doubt tell me f:hat it was the right and the 
duty of every one -who used these prayers to omit and 
alter so that they should truly express his own con- 
viction; but that whatever was put forth under an 
authof's name should be truly his and not another's, 
even wore that other better entitled to make Jiis own 
opinion prevail than is the presen’t editor. 

May the All-Father bless this little book to the use*of 
his children seeking to renew their faith in Him, an3 to 
find in the communion of the hour of divine service 
str^^ngth and gladness to bear them up under the trials 
and temptations of life. 

C.,H. 


Leeds, May lo, 1910, 




I 

O THOU Infinite Spirit, who n^dest not worfis 
for. man to hold his converse with thee, we 
would ^enter into thy presence, we would reveretide thy 
power, we would worship thy wisdom, we would adore 
thy jffSiice, w® would be gladdened by thy love, and 
blessed by our communion with thee. We know that 
thou needest no sacrifice at our hands, nor any offering 
at our lips ; yet we live In thy world, we taste thy 
bounty, we^ breath^ thine air ; and thy power sustains 
us, thy justice guides, thy goodness preserves, and thy 
love blesses us for eVfer and ever. O Lord, we cannot 
fail to praise thee, though we cannot praise thee as we 
would. We bow dowi^ before thee^with humble^hearts, 
and in thy presence would so quicken our spirits tha^ 
we maty be prepared the better to do the dufles of life? 
to endure its trials, to bear its crosses, and to triumph 
in its lasting joys. 

thank thee for the world that is about us, now 
serene, enlightened by the radiance of day, now covered 
over with clouds and visited by storms, but in se»eny:y 
and in storm still guarded and watche<J and blessed by 
.thee. We adore thee who givest us alPthat Ve are, 
and promisest the more thaf we are to become. For 
our daily life we thaftk thee, for its dtities to exercise 
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our hands, for its trials and't^mptations to make strong 
our hearts, for the friends that are dear to us, fSr thy 
tended providence which is over us all, for tBy loving- 
kindness which blesses the child and the old man, 
which regards the sinner with affection, and loyes still 
thine holy child. Father; *we know that we are 
' wanderers from thy w^, that we forget thy laws, that 
oft-times the world has dominion over us, that we are 
slaves to passion and to every sense. And yet we 
rejoice to remember that thy kindness is pot as our 
kinddfisiiS, that thy love is infinite, that thou tenderly 
carest for thy children, that thou art the Sheplierd of 
the sheep, and in thy bosom bearest the feebfe ^^ambs, 
and gently leadest at last each wanderer back to 
its home. 

Teach us, O Lord, to use'this world wisely and faith- 
fully and well. In its daily duties* and trials may we 
find the school for wisdom, for goodness, and for piety. 
May we learn by every trial that thou sendest, be 
strengthened by every cross, and when we stoop in 
sadn^ to drink bitter waters, , may we rise refreshed 
^d invigorated. Withhold from us what is evil, though 
•we beg tliightily for it and with tears and prayers. 
Help us to live in unity with our brother men, reconciling 
our interest'Nto their interests, by faithfully discharging 
every duty, by patiently bearing with the weakness ^or 
the strength of our brothers, and loying them as we * 
love ourselves. Teach us. Father, to love the unlovely, 
to love those who evil entreat us, to toil for those who 

t 

are burdens the world, to seek to save them from, 
ignorance, to reform them of their wickedness, and to 
hasten that time when all men shall recognize that ^hou 
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axt their Father, and t^dr brothers are indeed their 
brotBcrs, and that all owe fidelity to thee and loviiig- 
kindness*to their fellow-men. • 

Help us to live in unity with thee, no sloth hiding 
us from thy presence, no passibn turning its aside from 
thy counsel, but, with mind and conscience, with heart 
and soul, assimilafing ourselves to thee, till thy truth 
dwells in our understanding, lind thy justice enlightens 
our conscience, and thy love shines a beatitude and^ a 
blessed light in our heart and soul for ever and ever. 

In times of darkness teach us, O Lord, to be truo4s>efore 
thee ; * and may we still keep our faith shining in the 
midst df darkpess, the beacon light to guide us over 
stormy seas to a home and haven at last. Father, give 
us strength for ouf daily duty, patience for our constant 
or our unaccustomed cross*, and in every time of trial 
give us the hope that sustains, the faith that wins the 
victory and obtains fulness of joy. 

« 

II 

O THOU Eternal One, whose presence fills all 
•space and occupies all time, who 'hast Jhy 
dwelling-place in every humble heart that trustfully, 
looks up to thee, we flee to thee again to, Jffer thee our 
morning psalm of thanksgiving and of praise, and to 
atk new inspiration from thee for days to come. Father, 
may thy spirit pray with us in our prayer, teaching us 
the things that we ought to ask of thee ; may we serve 
thee faithfully and worship tl^pe arigktt O^Bord, we 
bow down our spirits before thee, we reverence th^e 
in^te power, we adore thine unbounded wisdom, we 
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confide in thy perfect justice, we rejoice in thy love. 
We bless thee for thy tender mercies, and we reacli out 
the a^is of our soul towards thee, knowing {hat thou 
art pur Father, who lovest us better even than the 
mothers that have borne us. O Lord, we do nqt know 
how to praise thee as we ought*, for we do not understand 
all Of thy goodness, wp cp.iiinOt measure all of thy loving- 
kindness towards us, for it is infinite. 

''We thank thee for the signs and tokens of thyself 
which thou hast placed auround us ever3rwJhere. We 
bles5*^llee for the broad green world beneath our feet, 
for these wondrous heavens above our heads. We 
thank thee that all these things are a revelation* of thee, 
for day giveth voice unto day, and night speaketh unto 
night, and the rivers as they roll, a!nd the ocean as it 
ebbs and floods, and this all-embracing sky — O Lord, 
these tell of thy greatness, they speak of thy power, 
they talk of thy wisdom, and they charm us with tidings 
of thy love. 

But a greater revelation than this of thyself hast thou 
made ifi thy still sms^ voice, whiph whispers in our soul 
^at all this magnificence is but a drop of thee, yea, a 
little sparklet that has fallen from thy presence,' thou 
Central Fire, and Radiant Light of all. We know that 
these outward things are but a sparkle of thy power, a 
whisper of thy wisdom, a faint breath of thy loyin^- 
kindness. O Lord, we thank thee that on our soul 
thou hast writ that thou art our Father, that thy name 
is Love, that we should not tremble nor fear before thee, 
but, as ' a* child to its another, so turn longmgly and , 
lovingly and with unfailii^ trust to thee. Pardon us 
that we have known thee no better, that we have 
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trembled when we should^ve rejoiced, and have bwn 
afraid when there was none to molest us nor to make 
us afraid*. O Lord, open our inner eye that we may 
see thee as thou art ; touch thou bur soul with thine 
own iiypiration that we may know thee, that we may 
love thjee, that we jnay serve thee with otir daily life. 

We remember in our pra}^ the temptations which 
every day brings with it, our sorrows, and our trials, 
and our cares. Arm us for the duty which thou givest 
us to do, make us strong to bear every cross, patient and 
earnest to do every day's work in its own day,*«iiyd to 
bear ourselves so bravely that we shall always aoquit 
us as men, and so be strong. In our day of passion, 
we pray thee to deliver us out of its flame and heat, 
that we come as tfiy children of old out of the furnace, 
with no smell of its pollution on our garment's hem. 
And in the more’ dangerous period of interest and 
ambition, we pray thee to save us from its cold and 
frost, that we come* out not frozen nor benumbed. 
Give us wisdom to disperse our darkness, let justice 
triumph ewer selflshne^ in our souls, let duty be supreme 
over desire, till every desire becomes dutiful and our 
daily life is one continual sacrament. Father, ,le^ a 
living love of thee dwell in our hearts, let it become 
strong within us, and lead to a faith thaf>^Lils not and 
i^<J^ not to be ashamed. May our earthly life be 
l^utiful and acceptable in thy sight, and may our 
souls be filled with every spiritual gift from thee ; and 
reiving much, may we give the more, making our 
lives stiH more acceptable to toee. Leiid os through 
evj and through good report, bearing the cro|| whiph 
thou layest upon us and by our prayers, our toil, and 
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oxur tears, change thou us ilito the glorious image of 
thyself, that we may be wholly thine, and tjiy truth 
dwell ^Wth us, thy justice and thy loving-ldndness 
possess our souls. So n^ay thy kingdom come, and so 
thy will be done on earth as if is <loae in heavem 


« III 

O U]^ Father who art in heaven, thou Soul of our 
'‘^ouls, and Safeguard of the world, we flee to thee 
to sing our ftioming psalm, to pray our morning prayer, 
bringing the offering of gratitude from 6 ur hearts, and 
asking of thee the gift of thy holy spirit. Thou sendest 
down thy sunlight on the world, thou rainest thy rain 
to still the dust, and we know that thou wilt feed our 
spirits with thine inspiration, ministering truth to the 
hungry mind, justice to the conscience that asketh right 
of thee, and wilt pour thy holy love on every earnest, 
seeking, asking soul. 

We fliank thee for thy broad providence which cares 
for the grass in the flelds, and adorns every little flower 
that fringes the hedgerows of life, and carest also for 
the mighty orbs above our heads and the solid ground 
beneath our^eet ; and th3r8elf art not hard to find, nor 
far to seek, but art with every living soul of man. Fa;^.her, 
we thank thee for thy justice which ptesides over this 
wprld, and out of evil bringeth forth good continually, 
disappomting the wickedness of men, and doing all 
things for*our ^ood. Wb thank thee for thine unbounded 
love which caused us to be, which madSe this fair wofld, 
which waits for us in our transgressions, and goes out 
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to meet us, prodigals or 0mtent, a great way oft, and 
bless^ still thy wandering, even unrepentant child. 
We thank thee for thy voice in our hearts, rfor the 
inspiration which thou givest to the sons of men, to 
show ffs the way in which we^ should go, to rebuke us 
for every folly, to^ chastise us for every sin, but to en- 
courage ever 3 ^hing that is^holy and noble and true 
in our hearts. 

We thank thee for the noble examples of human 
excellence which thou laisest up from* time to time, the 
landn|arks of human life, and our guiding lighfiH^? lead 
us safely home to port and peace, to heaven here and 
heaven at last with thee. 

We pray thee that we may be faithful and true to 
every gift which® thou hast given us. In a time of 
darkness may our heart rtever fail us, nor we hesitate 
nor despair for a moment of thy goodness and thy 
truth. Frx our eyes on the true, the right, the holy, 
the beautiful, and the good, till we love them, and 
therem love thee with an affection that cannot be 
ashamecb and will ngt be defeated. Teach us to be 
blameless in our daily life, to be heroic in our conduct, 
distinguishing between the doctrines of men* and thiqe 
everlasting commandments. Help us to love thee,*the 
Creator, more than the creature before, cmr eyes; to 
itni^te thy justice, to share thy truth, and to spread 
abroad thy living love to all mankind. Are we weak— 
and we know we are— give us strength ; sinneip— and 
our heart cries out against us — chastise and rebuke 
us till we repent of our sin, and comelback with humble 
hearts to worship thee in holiness, in noblenete, anij in 
truth. Give us thd love of thyself «which shall tr^d 
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down under its feet every pa^on that wars against the 
sonl, and shall make our daily lives beneficent, add so 
cast every fear, the fear of man, and thd" fear, O 
Lord, of thee. Help us to know thee in thine immensity 9 
to feel thee and to love ^chee in thine infinite loye, till 
every weight is cast off from* ifs, and with thy sunshine 
<>n our wings we mount up «as eagles and fly towards 
thee. We pray that we' may be armed against tempta- 
tion, and fortified inly for every duty, prepared for 
every emergency,' and ready to serve thee .with our 
limbs our lives. 

We^ ask tl^^ blessing on all sorts and conditions of 
men in the various departments of our^ mortal lives. 
May the young be trained up in innocence, and taught, 
not to fear men, but to love their brothers and to love 
thee. In the various trials of our daily business teach 
us to be honest, and to love men, to respect the integrity 
of our own souls, and never waver, turned tins side by 
fear of men, and that side by the lust for their praise 
and their admiration. ^ 

Make cis nobler, and braver, and holier. Xeach us 
to love all men. So let us be thy children, loving those 
tl^t hate us, and praying for such as despiteful!]^ use 
us. *Sd may thy kingdom come, and thy will be done 
on earth as it in heaven. 

IV 

Father who art in heaven, who also art not less 
oir e^h,^p€opling jevery point of apace with thy 
presence, and filling every point of spirit with thy power, 
thy*wisdom, and thy love, we would lift up our sou& 
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unto thoe, and gather togeifcher our strayed and scattered 
spires, that we may hold communion with thee for a 
momentum our prayer, and be strengthened for daily 
duty, and made newly grateful f6r joys which thou 
givest us, more faithful to oifrselves and more reliant 
upon thee. 

We know that .thou wik remember us, nor needest 
thou to be entreated in our "psalm or prayer, for before 
our heart knows its need of thee, thou art with us, amd 
sustainest. us in life. Father, we know that though 
earthly friends may prove faithless, though diste#jpe of 
space and length of time may hide the child froip the 
mother 1:hat bgre him, yet thine eye never slumbers nor 
sleeps, and thou rememberest us when mortal friends 
forsake us, or wBen time and distance shut out the 
affections of the mortal heart. Yea, Lord, the distance 
is no distance with* thee, for thy presence shineth every- 
where as the day, and thy loving-kindness waits on the 
footst^s of the morning, and thou fillest up the shades 
of evening, and givest to thy beloved, even in their 
sleep. • • 

Father in heaven, we thank thee for all this world of 
thy pfbvidence, so fertile in wonders, so rich dn beauty 
to every hungering sense of man. We thank thee that 
thou carest for the ground, that nightly thou waterest 
^Ith dews from heaven, and in thine own season 
sendest the riv^r of waters in plenteous showers to 
moisten field, and garden, and hill, and town. 

We thank thee for the beauty which thou bring&t 
forth in every stream of water, on every hill-siae, and 
that wherewth thou fringest the paths of men as they 
pass to their daily wcn*k. We bless thee for the beauty 
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which thou gatherest in the fiiy's fragrant cup, clothing 
it with a kinglier loveliness than Solomon in all his glory 
could tTi^er put on ; and in these flowers of esurth, and 
in those imperishalile stars of beauty over our heads, 
we read, O Lord, the alphabet of thy loving-lqndness 
and thy tender mercy. But *we the^nk thee stiU more 
that in a tenderer apd lovelier and holier way thou 
revealest thy loving-ldndness and thy tenderness and 
tBy holiness of h^art to thy children. 

We thank thee for the large faculties with which thou 
hast rgifted the children of men. We thank thee for the 
senses that take hold of the world of sight and touch 
and sound, and are fed and beautified- thereon. We 
thank thee for these spiritual powers which lay hold 
of justice and truth, and love and faith in thee, these 
flowers of the soul, these impferishable stars of the human 
spirit. We thank thee that, as thou feedest the grass by 
the roadside and every flower of the field with dew by 
night and rain by day, and warmest and waterest their 
roots, so thine inspiration falls down upon the soul of 
thy chfid, and thou feedest this strong and<^amelike 
flower with thine own wisdom, thine own justice, thy 
holiness, thy love. 

I Lord, what shall we render to thee for the least of the 
mercies which thou hast given us ? We pray thee that 
we may live as blameless as the flowers of the fleld ; 
that our lives within niay be as fragrant, and without 
a^ fair, and that what is promi^ in our spring, what is 
blossom in our sjimmer, may in the harvest of heaven 
bear fruit of eVferlasting Jife. 

^ cWe look unto thee, and wfe will not pray thee that t^ou 
wilt remember u^. We know that'though a mother may 
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forget the babe that sb6 has borne, thou never for* 
sakest ^ single child of thine. In sorrow we turn our 
eyes to thee, and thou wipest the te^s from our%yelids ; 
in darkness we look up to thee^ and it is all light within 
our sful. When those that are nearest and dearest to 
our heart have gone down to the sides of the pit, O Lord, 
we know that the mortal Is rendered up Jbhat the soul 
may be clothed with immortality, and inherit everlasting 
joys with thee. When our own heart cries out against 
us, we know that thou art greater than our hpart, and 
no foUy, no wandering, and no sin can ever hide us from 
thine infinite motherliness. We bless thee that alh thine 
ordinances are designed for our good, that the rod of 
thine affliction and the staff of our support, they both 
comfort us ; for thou still art our shepherd, and leadest 
us beside the still waters,* and wilt feed us in the full 
pastures and give* peace to our souls. 

O thou our God, we pray thee that we may be strength- 
ened ^or every day^ duty, have patience to bear any 
cross that is laid upon us, wisdom to order our pathway 
aright, the heart of holiness to trust thee with an*absolute 
faith,^ and the soul that is full of loving-kindness to do 
good to our brothers here on the earth. Sb may*thy 
kingdom come, and thy wiU be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 


THOU Creating and Protecting Power,. who art 
V-/ our Father, yea, our Mother not the less, we 
unto thee, ind would lift up the psalm of oii: thanks- 
giving unto thee, and by our prayer *scek to hold com- 
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munion with thy spirit, and ^ strengthened for the 
cares and the duties and the delights of our mortal life. 
We corite before thee, O Lord, with the remembrance 
of our daily toils, arid the conunon things of life still 
murmuring in our ears ; and we would lift up omosouls 
unto thee, to learn new wisdom) to acquire more justice, 
to feel a deeper love of si^an, and a heartier piety in our 
own souls. We know that thou art not to be worshipped 
as*though thou aslfedst even prayer at our poor lips, for 
that thou ever watchest over us, and foldest the. universe 
in thrife arms of love, needing no prayer of oi^rs to 
kindle thy sympathy to the humblest of thy creatures. 
O Lord, the earth is thine altar, and theisheavens over 
our head are but the canopy of thy glorious temple. 
O Lord, the universe is a voice of thanksgiving unto 
thee ; in serene and in cloudy days this flying globe lifts 
up her voice, and sings to thee, morning and evening 
and at noon of day, her continual psalm of joy and praise. 
But our hearts in their poverty constrain us to flee^unto 
thee out of the sorrows and the joys of this world, to 
praise tlfee for thy blessings, and- to ask of thee new 
glories in time to come. We desire to be deeply con- 
scious of tiiy presence, which Alls all time, which occu* 
pies all space. We would know thee as thou art, and 
in our souls feel continually thy residence with us and 
the abiding of thy spirit in our heart. - , , 

Father, we thank thee for this wondrous and lovely 
woi^ld in which thou hast placed us. For the magnificent 
beauty of summer we thank thee, for the storied promise 
of the spring which has gone by, and the earnest of the 
harvest, whose weeks in their fulfilment bring daiipiy 
new tokens of thy goodness and thifie infinite love. Wo 
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f hanlc thee that thou giyest us grass for the cattle, aud 
c<»rn to strengthen the frame of man, and orderest all 
things 1}y number and measure and weight, •welding 
the whole into a mighty mass of usefulness and a glorious 
orb ^ transcendent beauty.* We bless thee for the 
beautiful amid the homely, the sublime among thmgs 
low, for the good amid evil things, and the eternal amid 
what is transient and daily passing from our eye. 

We thank thee for the happiness that attends us-’in 
our daily life, for the joys of our daily work, for the 
succegs which thou givest to the labours of oup ^and, 
and the strength to our soul which comes jErom our toil 
on the earth. » We thank thee for the plain and common 
household joys of life, for the satisfactions of friendship, 
for the blessednefe of love in all the dear relationships 
of mortal life. Father, rfre thank thee for the large 
sympathy with oUr brother men everywhere, and that 
we know that thou hast made them all alike in thine 
own mage, and hast destined all thy children to a 
glorious immortality of never-ending blessedness beyond 
the grave. , • 

Father, we thank thee that we Icnow thee, that mnid 
hopes* that so often deceive us, amid expectation ^%t 
fail and perish, we have still our faith assured in thee, 
who art without variableness or shadow of turning, 
jn pur sorrow and sadness we look up to thee, and when 
mortal friends fail us, and the um that held our treasured 
jo 3 re is broken into fragments, and the wine of. life is 
scattered at our feet, O Lord, we rejoice to know tfiat 
thou Tm$]erstandest our lot, and wilt inafte evecy sorrow 
of^ our hde turn out fw our endless welfare land pur 
continual grow^. O Lord, when ourselves hkve been 
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ialscrwhen our own hearts cry out against us, we rejoice 
to know that thou art greater "than our heart, and*wUt 
bring home every wandering child of thine, Vith no 
stain of sin on the immortal soul. Father, we thank thee 
that amid the joys of thef flesh, amid the delights ^of oiu: 
daily work, and all the sweet ‘and silent blessedness of 
tfiortal friendship and love upon the earth, thou givest us 
the joy of knowing thfe, the still and calm delight of 
Ijtng low in thy hand and feeling the breath of thy 
spirit upon us. Yea, Lord, we thank thee that thou 
boldest e*ach one of us, yea, all of thy children, and the 
universe itself, as a mother folds her baby to her bosom, 
and blessest us all with thine infinite Ipving-kindness 
and thy tender mercy. 

0 Father, we pray thee that we may never be false 
to the great glories with which thou surroundest us, 
under our feet, and over our head, and the still diviner 
glories which thou placest in our heart and soul. We 
pray thee that within us our lives may be blameless, 
every faculty active and at its work, and that oiir out- 
ward lives may be useful, and all our existence blameless 
and beautiful in thy sight. May our lives be marked 
every day* by some new lesson that we have lekrned, 
^ome duty that we have done, some faithfulness that we 
have accomp^shed ; and at last, when our mortal 
pilgrimage is ended, take us to thyself, O Lord, leaving 
behind us the memory of good deeds, agd bearing with 
us a spul disciplined by the trials of life, and enlarged 
by its blessings. So may we pass from glory to glory, 
tffl we are changed into tJune own image, and the peace 
of Jhy love is made perfect in us. So may thy kingdom 
cc»ne, and thy will be done on earth as it is in heavin* 
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.VI 

O UR Father who art in heaven, who fiUest «11 time 
with thine eternity and all sjJace with thy loving- 
kindn|ss and thy tender merc^, we flee unto thee once 
more, seeking to deepen dur consciousness of thee, to 
pour out our heajt‘s gratitude for thy daily blessings 
continually given unto us, and *to seek new inspiration 
from thy spirit. • 

O Fatljer^^ we thank* thee for this world about us, and 
above^ us, and underneath our feet, which ttou^hast 
given us to dwell in. We thank thee fo^ the ground 
that we* tread^on, for the trees that roof us over, for the 
bread that we eat, and for the fleeces that we wear. 

Father, we thaftk thee for all this wonderful beauty 
wherein thou speakest to the wakening sense of man. 
We bless thee for* the day, which from thy golden um 
thou pourest out upon the world, and that every morning 
thou baptizest anew* each speck of earth with heaven’s 
own light. We thank thee that thou whitenest the 
darkness of the nighj by the moon's untiring^ beauty, 
and that thou pasturest the stars in thine own fields of 
boundless space, thou Shepherd of the earth <tnd Shep- 
herd of the sky. 

We thank thee for this nobler world of man, for its 
^rener day, its light more heavenly, and all the blessed 
stars of consciousness that shine within our souls. We 
thank thee that thou makest us capable to understand 
the material world that is about us, and to rule and 
master Ijy wisdom, by justice, and byl<fire, this greater^ 
nobler world that we are. 

thank thee forHhe still and silent 303^ that come 
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to every earnest and holy heart. We bless thee for 
the happiness that attends our daily work, and a& the 
things Which thou givest us to do here on the earth. 

We thank thee that thou hast given us this immortd 
soul, which, feeding on tfie earth, grows for what more 
than earthly, and, with great hungeripg of heart, reaches 
eVer upwards for whatjis perfect, for what is good and 
beautiful and holy in thine own sight. We thank thee 
that, as thou fee^est every plant with dew from heaven 
and with %ht from the world's great sun, so with sweet 
influence thou rainest inspiration down upon thy chil- 
dren,* and with thy loving-kindness wilt bless every soul, 
though wandering oft-times from thee. 

We remember before thee our daily lives, the per- 
plexities of our business, the trials of our patience, the 
doubts, and the darkness, yea, and the sin that doth 
most easily beset us ; and we pray thee that we may be 
warned by all that we suffer, and urged onwards by 
everything that we enjoy, till we have cast behind^us the 
littleness of our childhood, and with manly, womanly 
dignity/ pursue our march on earth, not weary though 
we run, and not fainting as we mount up like eagles 
towards thy perfection. 

- We remember before thee the disappointments, the 
sadness, and- the afflictions of our mortal life. We 
remember hbw often our arms are folded around empti- 
ness, when the mortal, whom we truly r love hastaien 
wijigs^ to itself and is immortal with thee. 

Father, we pr^y thee that thou wilt instruct us in 
these our earthy misfortunes, and by every disappoint- . 
ment, and all affliction, may we grow wiser, and purer, 
more holy-hearted still; and wlfile in our feeVkness 



% 

we may not thank thee for what thou hast taken, O 
Lord, let us learn from sorrow a deeper lesson than joy 
and gladdess ever bring. Evei^as the night reveals a 
whole heaven of stars, so may the darkness of disappoint- 
ment, the night of ^sorrow, open heaven to thy children's 
eyes, tiil brighter l^ams ard about us, and the conscious- 
ness of immortality fills up our souls and wipes the tears 
from every eye. 

So may all our mortal life be a journey upwards, and* 
we fly forw^urck towards thee, till, at lasf, may thy truth 
fill our imderslanding, may thy justice enlarge our he^rt, 
and may love and holiness and faith in thee subdue 
every unfioly thing, and change us anew to thine own 
image, O thou who art our Father and the Mother of 
our SfUils. So majf thy kingdom come, and thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaveUr 

VII 

O UJff Father who art in heaven, and on earth, and 
neatf unto every heart, we flee unto thee, seeking 
to feel thy presence, and, conscious of thee, to know 
thee as thou art, and to worship thee with all our ipind 
and conscience and heart and soul. We seek to com- 
mune with thy spirit for a moment, that we may freshen 
owe hgarts, tired with the world's journey and sore travel, 

' and bow our faegs down and drink again at the living 
waters of thy life. O thou Infinite One, we leveiience 
thee, who art the permanent in thin^ that change, 
the foundation of what lasts, the lovdSiilfess of things 
beautiful, and the»wisdom and the justice and t^e lovg 
whicti make mid hold md bless all this World of matter 



18 


Piraycrs 

r 

and of men. O thou who art without variableness or 
turning shadow, we thank thee that thou neede^t not 
our pcsor prayers to teach thee of our need, rtor askest 
thou our supplication's argument to quicken thy mercy 
or to stir thy love. Thou anticipatest before we call, 
and doest more and better for us than we can ^er ask 
or think. * 

O Father, who adortiest'the summer and cheerest the 
zvinter with thy presence, we thank thee that we know 
that thou art dur Father, and our Mother, that thou 
foldestm thine arms all the worlds which thou hast made, 
ani, warmest with thy breath each mote that 'peoples 
the sun's beams, and blessest every w^anderilig, erring 
child of man. 

O Lord, how marvellous is thy loving-kindness and 
thy tender mercy, which thou spreadest out over matter 
and beast and man. In loving-kindness hast thou 
made them all, and in tender mercy thou watchest over 
the wanderings of the world, blessing those that sorrow, 
and recalling such as go astray. Oh, whither^can we 
flee from thy presence ? If we take the wjpgs of the 
morning, and dwell in the utteWost parts of the sea, 
^ even there shall thy hand lead us, and thy rigiit hand 
^all hold us up. Yea, Lord, our transgression hideth 
us not hrom thee; but thine eye seeth in sin as in 
righteousness, and when our own hearts cry out against 
us, thou, who art greater than our heart, still takest^us 
up, bearest us on thy wingSi and blessest us with thine 
^^nite love. 

Fatber, wch ]%member before thee our several wants 
^d conditions in life, and we thank thqe for the happiness 
that crowns our days, for the success that attend^ our 
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efiorts here an earth, the brightness that we gathV in 
our liomes> and the hearts whose beating is the music 
round our hreside and their co^intenance the blessing 
on Our daily bread. We thank thee for the^ things 
wherein our hearts rejoice. « 

But? we remember also .in our prayer the world's 
sternness and severity, the sorrows that stain our face 
with weeping, and make our hearts sometimes nm over 
with our sadness and otir deep distress. Father, ii 
we cannot thank thee for the things that we suffer, we 
still will lhahk thee that we know that thine eye pities 
us in^'our sorrows, and no sadness stains our face but 
thou knewest it before we were bom. We pray thee 
that we may find comfort in every sorrow, and when 
the world turns Us cold, hard eye upon us, when the 
mortal fades from our grasp, and the shadow of death 
falls on the empty jseat of child or wife or friend, O Lord, 
by the shining of thy candle in our heart, may we see 
our way through darkness unto light, and journey from 
strength to strength, our hearts still stayed on thee. 

Help jjs to grow stronger and nobler by thi^ world's 
varying good and ill ; •and while we increase the quantity 
of ou» being, may we improve its kind and quality not 
less, and become fairer, and tenderer, and heaPv^eniidr 
too, as we leave behind us the various events of our 
mortal life. So, Father, may we grow in goodness and 
fprace, and here on earth attain the perfect measure 
of a complete man. And so in our heart, and our daily 
life, may thy kingdom come, and thy will be done*on 
earth as it is done in heaven. 
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VIII. 

O TStIJOU Infinite One, who fillest the grouifd under 
our feet and 'the heavens over our head, whither 
shall we go from thy spirit or whither shall we flee from 
thy presence ? If we take * the wings of the morning 
and diyell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
sh^ thy hand lead us;*and thy right hand shall hold 
US up. If we say. Surely the darkness shall cover us, even 
the darkness shall be light about us ; yea, the, darkness 
hidetlvnbt from thee, but the darkness and the li^ht are 
both*^ j^ke t9; thee. 

Father, we know that at all times and 4 n eveVy place 
thou wilt remember us, nor askest thou the persuasive 
music of our morning hymn, nor our pi*ayer*s poor utter- 
ance, to stir thy loving-kindness towards us ; for thou 
carest for us when sleep has sealed our senses up and we 
heed thee no more ; yea, when enveloped in the smoke 
of human ignorance or of folly, thine eye is still upon us, 
thou understandest our needs, and doest for us^more 
and better than we are able to ask, or even io think. 
But in our feebleness" and our darkness, we love to flee 
unto thee^.who art the light of all our being, the strength 
of all which is strong, the wisdom of what is wise, and 
the foundation of all things that are ; and while we lift 
up our prayer of aspiration unto thee, and muse on th^ 
presence with us, and the various eventSf.of our life, the 
Are devotion must needs flame in our heart, and 
gratitude dwell on our tongue. 

Father, we tiiamk theg for the world al>out us and 
ab9ve and beneath. We bless thee lor the^ austere 
loveliness of the ^ wintry heavens^' for those fixed or 
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wan^enng fires which lend their splendour to the night, 
for the fringe of beauty wherewith thou borderest the 
morning and the evening sky, and for this daily sun 
sending his roseate flush of li^ht across the white and 
ydntryiworld. • . 

We bless thee for all the favourable things that are 
about us; for those near 'and. dear to us, whom we 
watch over, and those who long since watched over and 
blessed us. We thank thee for wise wprds spoken to tfe 
in our childhood or our youth, for the examples of virtue 
which ®were round us, and for the tender voice "Vhich 
spoke i<x our spirit in early days, and wakened in* us a 
sense of reverence, of love, and of trust in thy spirit. 
We thank thee for the fathers and mothers who bore us, 
for the kinsfolk, tfie friends, the acquaintance, and the 
teachers, who brought us reverently up ; for all the 
self-denial which watched over our cradles, which held 
our head when our heart was sick, sheltering us from the 
world!j» hardness, holding up our childish hands when 
they hung down, and guiding our tottering footsteps 
when we tan giddy in the paths of yputh. Yea, Mffe thank 
thee fpr all the examples of excellence, the words of 
kindly remonstrance and virtuous leading, wltich hsu/e 
been a lamp to our path, showing us the way in which 
we should go. 

• We thank thee for the noble institutions which have 
come down to fls ; for the church, with its many words 
of truth and its recollections of ancient piety ; fbr the 
state, with its wise laws ; for the coi^munity / which 
puts its hospitable walls about* us from the day of our 
bisth and throu|;hout our lives. ♦ 

We remember before thee the ages that are past and 
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gone, and thank thee for the great men whom ^hotf 
i^usedjt to spring up in those days, great of 

humanity ’ whose s^eds have been scattered biMilbast 
along the world, making JLhe solitary place into a garden 
and the wilderness to blossom like a' rose. Wc bless 
thee for the great men who foimded the state, for large- 
minded men who thought ‘Out true ideas, and skilful- 
handed folk who made their lofty thought a useful thing. 
We thank thee for those strong men of science in whose 
Jmds the ark of truth has been borne evdr onward 
from age to age, for poets and philosophers whosfe deep 
vision beheld the truth when other men pereeived it 
not, and for those gifted women whose presentient soul 
ran before the mighty prophet^s th9ughtful eye, fore- 
feeling light when yet the, very East was dark with 
night. Yea, we thank thee for the, goodly fellowship 
of all these prophets of glory, the glorious company 
of such apostles, and the noble apny of martyrs, who 
were faithful even unto death. c 

Chiefest of all do we bless thee for that noble son of 
thine, iSom of a peasant mothei' and a peasant sire, 
who in days of great darkness went before men, his life 
a ^pillar of lire leading them unto marvellous light and 
peace and beauty. We thank thee for his words, so 
lustrous with* truth ; for his life, fragrant alt tMough 
with piety and benevolence ; yea. Lord, we bless 
£or the death through which his spirit escaped triumphant 
imto "ihee. We thank thee for the triumphs which 
attend 'that n^me of Jesus, for the dear blessedness 
which his fife has bestowed upon us, smithing the path- 
way of toil, softeipng the pillow of jiistn^, and brighten- 
ing the way whereon truth comes down frohi thee, and 
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Uie ^ the# goes ever ascending up. Father, we thank 
thee lor^the blessings which this great noble ^ul has 
wide]^ «:attered throughout the world, and most of #11 
for this, that his spark of fire has ifevealed to us thine 
own (J^vinity enlivening this fnortal human clod, and 
prophes3dng such poble future of achievement here on 
earth and in thine own kingdom of heaven with thee. 

Father, we thank thee also* for the unmentioned 
martyrs, for the glorious company of prophets whom 
history makes no written record of, bul whose words and 
whosedives ai*e garnered up in the great life of humanity. 

O Lofd, we bless thee for all these, and^ in our own 
day, when then hast given us so many talents and the 
opportunity so glorious for their use, we pray thee that 
we may distinguish between the doctrines of men and 
thine eternal commandments, and that no reverence 
for the old may blind our eyes to evils that have come 
down from other days, and no fondness for new things 
ever jpad us to gras^ the hidden evil when we take the 
specious good ; but may we separate between the right 
and the^vrong, and c^^oose those things that are wise to 
direct, and profitable for our daily use. O Lord, when 
we compare our poor lives with the ideaLwljich ^we 
cherish in our innermost soul, we are ashamed that we 
are no better, and we pray thee that in time present and 
time to come we may summon up the vigour of 
our spirit, andk strive to live lives of such greatness and 
nobleness that we shall bless our children and all who 
come after us, giving them better institutions than our- 
selves have received; and becjueathing^to them a mote 
^rious character than was transmitted to us. ]Iay 
we cultivate every hoble faculty of *our naltSe, giving 
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to every limb of the body its^ proper place and ^joy- 
m^nt, and over all the humbler faculties may we enthrone 
the great ^commanding powers, which shall rule and 
regulate our life into order and strength and beauty, and 
fill our souls with the manifold delight of those whp know 
thee and serve thee and loVe‘thee with all their under- 
standing and all their heart. 

]^ather in heaven, h^re hnd now may thy light bum 
<;)ear in our tabernacle, and when thou callest us may 
our lamps be trimmed and burning, our loins girt about, 
07ir feet 'ready sandalled for the road, and our souls pre- 
pared for th^e. Thus may thy kingdom come,^and thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven < 

O THOU Infinite Spirit, who art present where 
two or three are gathered together, and who 
with all thine infinite perfections ehcampest about each 
solitary soul, we would draw near unto thee, who art 
never far from any one of us, and in thy presl?nce gird 
up our souls and so worship thee in our morning prayer 
that we shall serve thee all our life, bearing with patience 
6m daily cross, and reverently doing with strength the 
duties thou givest us to do. May we worship thee who 
art Spirit, with our spirit and the truth of every faculty ^ 
and wilt thou, who seekest such to worship thee, accept 
the psalm of our lips and the aspiring of our heart. 

We bless thee for all periods in our life. We thank 
th^ for the inAuicy, which is from thine own Idngdom 
of ^eaven, cradled in love on earth, the little flo^jger 
prophetic of other love that is to eome. We bless thee 
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for tjie high hopes, the jgenerous aspirations, and the 
quick a^d mounting instincts of the soul, which belong 
to the young. We bless thee for the hardier v%our of 
the middle-aged, whom experience has made more wise, 
and w§ thank thee that frequeht stumbling bids us take 
heed to our ways, .and that by many a failure and fall 
man is warned of the difhqulties that beset his path. 
We thank thee for the mighty power of will that 
can restrain passion in its instinctive^ swing, and hold 
ambition • from its wicked aim, which else might mar 
and desolate tne soul. We thank thee for the yet later 
period, ^hen thou crownest the experienced heacUwith 
silver hairs without, and within hivest up the manifold 
treasures of long-continued life. 

O Lord, we pray thee that we may all of us use so 
nobly the nature thou hasf given us, that there may be 
in us such a stren^h of pious trust in thee as shall give 
the children victory in the day of their youth, that they 
niay <^vercome the passions which else would war against 
the soul ; and, in the middle way of mortal life, abate the 
excessive zeal of amt^jtious selfishness, and bring down 
all ccSwetousness and every proud thing that unduly 
exalts itself against thee ; and in the later days qf. TT ia T\- 
kind, be a strong staff in the old man’s hand, and a 
lamp full of heavenly fire which goes before his experi- 
enced feet, guiding him still farther forward, still higher 
upward^ and leading to serene and blameless abodes 
of beauty and of oneness with thee. • 

Father, we pray thee that we may live so gpenerous 
and aspire so high that our noblest prayer shall be the 
piii^tice of our daily life, and so by continual ascensioii 
we shall rise up towsflrds thee, enrichea from thy fulness 
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of joy and the gladness and jpeace which thou givesi 
tp every earnest and aspiring child of thine. ^So i&ay 
thy khigdpm come, and thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. 

X 

G THOU Infinite Presfsnce, who art close to each 
of us, we would *draw near to thee, and lift 
up our souls unto thee, who art to be worshipped in 
spirit and in truth. O Lord, whither shall we flee from 
tily spirit, or whither shall we go from thy presence ? 
In the beauty of summer thou wert with us„ and out 
of genial skies sent thy sweet beatitude of loving- 
kindness and tender mercy, and in the midst of winter 
thou art with us still, in the ground under our feet and 
the heavens above omc head. 

Father, we thank thee for all the periods of our earthly 
life. We bless thee that we are bom of thy kingdom 
of heaven, and that from the morning dawn of i^nfancy 
there goes out so fair and glorious a light, adorning the 
little heme, and shedding its splendour far u^ the sky, 
leading the parental vision farther and farther on. We 
)}]t.ess thes for the young men and women, and the middle- 
aged, for thdr stalwart strength of body and mind, 
thek vigorous hope, and their power to do, to be, and 
to stiffs, and to grow greater and greater. We thanfe 
thee lor the duties which thou givest thy children to do, 
and the strength with which thou girdest their loixas, 
and the power ynth which thou anointest their heads. 
We remember ^biriore thee the venerable faca and the 
hoary hairs, which thou givest as the^crown of lif^to 
those who fiass bn in the jomnhy of time, doing its 
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O Lord, we thank thee for the blessed light 5f im- 
mortality which thou sheddest down on all the periods of 
humaniife, shining in its mpmng freshness on the baby's 
cradle, tending in its meridian march the progress of the 
grown msm, and with its ev^ng brilliancy, the many- 
coloured rays of hope and beauty, silvering the counten- 
ance of the old. O Lord, when thou t^akest to thyself/ 
out of the midst of us, the young, the middle-aged, or 
those 'Nrenerable with accumulated time and mani^pld 
righteousness, we thank thee that we know they but 
rest from theif labours, and their good works, gathered 
up in their character, follow them, and shine with them 
as a raiment of glory in the kingdom of heaven, brighten- 
ing and brightening for ever*and for ever, unto still more 
perfect day. 

O Lord, we thank thee for our fathers who brought 
us upss 5 who have gone before us and blessed us with 
manifold kindness and tenderness ; and we bless thee 
also for Aie mothers who bore and^ carefully teiMed us, 
and Mjatched over our little heads, and trained our 
infantile feet to walk in the ways of pleasantsaess a^4 
in the paths of peace. 

We &ank thee for the noble nature which thou hast 
given to woman, for the various faculties whemn she 
differs from nmn, for her transcendent mmi whkh 
anticipates his slower thought. We bless thee fr>r Ijer 
generous instincts of mprality, of lovii^-kindiiilss and 
tender mercy, and that deep reSgious powa: of hituitioii 
whereby she eodhnunes with thy spirit free to and 
knows thea and lovel ;thee iHth m exceaSng of 
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zto^le heart. We thank thee for the great and lijistroas 
women of other times and our own age, who^ spoke as 
they were, moved by thy spirit, or who, with fives more 
eloquent than speech, ran before the world’s great 
prophets and redeemer^, smoothing the pathway which 
rotigher feet were yet to tread. We bless thee for the 
noble and generous women in our own day, engaged in 
the various callings and lots of human life. We thank 
,thee for those who relieve the sick, who recall the 
wandering from the way of wickedness, who smooth the 
pillow of suffering, who teach and instruct those that are 
igiioj-ant, wjio lift up such as are fallen down, ^nd over- 
take the wanderers who are outcasts from the world. 

We bless thee for those noble and generous emotions 
which thou hast placed within the sbuls of men, for the 
continual progress which ^hey are making, and the 
certainty of their triumph at last over all malice, and 
wrath, and hate, and everything which makes war on 
the earth. We thank thee for thelar-reaching Iqye that 
goes out towards those who need the assistance of our 
arm, and for that feeling, stronger than tfie earthly 
interests of the body, which leads us to forgive every 
wron^ SI'hich our brothers trespass against us. 

‘ We bless thee for the religious faculty which thou hast 
placed here jvithin us, that in our darkness it gives us 
something of morning light, and, when other things fa^l 
and pass away, it breaks through the clouds, and looks 
up to thine own kingdom of eternal peace, and there 
finds comfort and rest for the soul. O Lord, y/e thazik 
thee that th^eby thou art to us exceedmg near, 
st^gthening us in weakness, enlightening in ignorance, 
wamii^ in temptation, comfeuting us in sorrow. 
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Hdp us, O tliou Infinite Father, to use the nature 
thou }&st given us wisely and well. We would not ask 
thee to change thy law, the same yesterday, tcs-day, 
and for ever, but pray that ourselves may accord our 
dispositions to thine own infinite excellence, and order 
the outgoings and incoming^ of our heart in such wisdom 
that our lives shall "continually be in accordance with 
thy life, and that thy will shall be •the law of our spirits, 
and thy love prevail for ever in our hearts. So may we^ 
be adorned^ and strengthened with maififold righteous- 
ness, mount up with wings as eagles, run and ngt be 
weary, walk and never faint. So may thy kingdom 
come, and thy yill be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

XI 

O THOU Infinite Power, whom men call by varying 
names, but whose grandeur and whose love 
no name expresses and no words can tell ; O thou 
Creativ? Cause of all. Conserving Providence to each, 
we flee un|o thee, and would seek for a moment«to be 
conscious of the sunlight of thy prefence, that we may 
lift up ohr souls unto thee, and fill ourselves with ^'^ceed- 
ing comfort and surpassing strength. We know*thaI 
thou wilt draw near unto us when we also draw near 
unto Jthee. Father, we thank thee that while heaven 
and the heaven jof heavens cannot contain thine all- 
transcendent being, yet thou livest and movest^and 
workest in all things that are, causing, guiding^ and 
blessing all and each. « ^ . 

We bless thee for the love which thou bearest to 
the creatures which fhpu haet tnade^ ^We thaiiiUhee 
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tUit we know that thou art our Father and our 
and tenderly watchest over ‘us in manifold andPaecxet 
ways* bnr^^ing good out of evil, and better thence again, 
leading forward thy child from babyhood to ma^ood, 
and the human race froin its wild estate to far-^transc^d-* 
ing nobleness of soul. . • * ^ 

Father, we thank thee for the •vast progress which 
mankind has made in* the**ages that are behind us. We 
bless thee that truth is stronger than error, and justice 
breaks down every throne of unrighteousness ; that the 
gentleness of love is stronger than the energy of wrath, 
and so from age to age gains the victory over the savage 
insfincts oi wild men. " 

We thank thee for the great men and women whom 
thou in all times hast raised up, the, guides and teachers 
unto humbler-gifted men. ^We thank thee for the philo- 
sophers who have taught us truth, and for the great 
poets who have touched man's he^ with the fire of 
heaven and stirred to noble deepa the human soul. We 
bless thee for those expounders of thy law whOse con- 
scienqe has revealed thine ever live ideas of yistice, and 
who have taught them to men. ^ Yea, we thank thee for 
those of great religious sense, who have taught mankind 
* truef ideas of thee, and wisely guided the souls of men, 
thereby controlling passion and leading thy children in 
paths of pleasantness and of peace. We th^k thee that 
in no land hast thou ever left thyself without a witne&, 
and, while material nature proclaims thy glory, and 
day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto sight 
showeth forth thy pr^^, that our human nature still 
more lari^ prodaims tl^ greatness goodnessi 

Ika tiMit vth^ prophets 
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w all lands, and called by many names ; for the jg^oAms 
Gomiftny of apostles, sp^tking in every tongue, and the 
Ufoble aittay of martyrs, whose blood, red<tening the seal 
of the whole world, has made it fertile for noble human 
purposes. # 

And^while we thank thee ior these, we bless thee also 
for the unrecorded tnilHons of tnen of common faculties, 
who earnestly looked for the light, and finding walked 
therein, passing upward and onward towards thy 
kingdom, blessed by thee. • 

We bless thee that in this land all men are free to 
worship thee as they will, or to close their eyes and K>ok 
not at thine image. Father, we thank thee lor the*great 
religious ideas which have sprung down from heaven in 
our own day, unkiy)wn to ancient tipies, and for the light 
which they shed along the path of .duty, in the way even 
of transgression, and for the glorious hope which they 
enkindle everywhere. And while we thank thee for 
these things, we pray thee that we may walk faithful 
to th8 nature thou hast given us, and the light which 
has dawned down from heaven all around. Father, we 
thank th^ for the po^er of gratitude which thou givest 
to thy children, for the joy which men take in favours 
received from the highest or the humblest of tficT earth, 
and the far-exceeding delight which comes to our soul 
from the consciousness of receiving blessings fretta 
who ^vest to mankind Sb liberally and up- 
braidest not, nor askest ever for our gratitude, bpt still 
ait kind even to unthankful and to wicked men. * 
We remember before thee Jthe varums temptations 
with ndikh we 9 ft tried, praying thee that in the hoiur of 
p&ncm the meigr be stomg and fold himi^^ wty 
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of fAcape from its seductive witchery ; and in the cold 
and more dangerous hour of andbition, when the mdturer 
flesh so often goes astray, we pray thee that we niay turn 
off from covetousness, from desire of power and vain- 
glory amongst men, an4 keep our souls' clean and un- 
deffled in the midst of a world where sin and wicSedness 
walk in the broad day. Father, wfthin our soul may 
there be such an earnest arid strong love of the qualities 
of thy being that we shall keep every law which thou 
fiast writ on our^ense or in our soul, and do justly and 
love mercy and walk manfully with thee, doing our duty 
with nobleness of endeavour, and bearing such cross as 
time ‘and chance, happening to all, may lay oif us. So 
may thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 4 

Xfl 

O THOU perpetual presence, whom our hearts 
constrain us to bow down before, and de- 
lightedly to look up to, we would draw near to th^ once 
more, secluding our spirits for a moment frogi all the 
noises of the worldf and contiifiie the psalm of our 
thanksgiving by aspirations of the soul that are ^higher 
and higher yet. We know that thou rememberest us, nor 
needest thou the music of our psalm nor the fahit 
of our prayer' to stir thy fatherly and motherly heart to 
bestow upon us thy tender mercy and thy loving-khid- 
ness. Yea, we know that when eartfily fatl^r and 
mother forget us and let us fall, thou tak^t us up, anj^ 
in thy right hand beare^t thy children forward ; nay, 
when m the widcedness of our heart or frailty of our 
fles^ we break thy laws and woul{^ hide our fa^ frBm 
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thee,jthou still revealest •thyself in justice and in love, 
and in 'Sgcret ways overtakest us, liftest us up w^en we 
have fallen, and leadest us from our errors and onr sins. 

Father, we thank thee for the revelation which this 
outwar^i world of nature naakes of thyself, that above us 
and about us ther^ is continually thy presence, which 
shines in the stars of night, ;and^moves in the wind by 
day, and grows in the grass, and pervades all things. 
We thank thee that thy providence patches over all? 
the world* of matter and the world of conscious life ; 
that thou orderest all our movements, and from the 
beginning understandest the well-prepared end, making 
all things worlf together for thy final purpose of eternal 
good. 

We thank thee for the noble nathre which thou hast 
given unto man, making us the master over things 
underneath our feet and above our head, and placing 
the elements in subjection to us all around. 

We^hank thee for the triumph of truth over error, 
to us so slow, to thyself so sure. We bless thee for every 
word of ftuth which been spoken the wid® world 
through, for all of right which human consciences have 
perceived and made into institutions. ^ , 

We thank thee for that love which setteth the solitary 
in families at the beginning, and then reaches wide arms 
ail arodnd, and will not stay its hold till it joins all 
nations and kindreds and tongues and people into one 
great family of love. We bless thee for the nc^lfem^ 
and women whose generous heart has li^ the altar fire 
of philanthropy in many a dark 2nd el^ benighted place. 

We thank theS for the unbidden faith which springs 
up in our hearts, imitelUng us to trust thee and love 
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theg and keep every commandment of thine. While 
we know not what a day shall bring forth, we are 
sure <d everlasting life; while our own strength is so 
often weakness, we know that the almightiness of thy 
wisdom, thy power, thy justice, and thy love, is on 
every living creature’s side, -and thou wilt ble* every 
child of thine infinite affection. Fathes, we thank thee 
for the silent progress' of* the true religion, that every- 
where throughout the world thou hast those that wor- 
ship thee — • 

• 

Even that in savage bosoms ^ 

There are longings, yearnings, strivings 
For the good they comprehend no^ • 

A.nd the feeble hands and helpless, 

Groping blindly in the darkness, 

Touch thy fight hand in that darkness. 

And are lifted up ahd strengthened. 

Father, we bless thee for the discipline of our daily 
life, and pray that by our experienpe we may grow wiser 
and nobler-hearted, that prosperity may teach to be 
generous towards all, to be charitable towards such 
as we ought to help. And when sadness an^ adversity 
come over us, may they still more soften ouTc hearts 
-while iiiey confirm and strengthen our will, and lift our 
souls upwards to an aspiration for nobler and nobler 
virtues thaif we have hitherto attained. Then, when 
thou hast completed thine earthly work with us,‘^w£t 
thou take us to thyself to be with thee fer ever and ever, 
brightening and brightening towards the more perfect 
glory, *as thou leadest us by thy spirit. So may thy 
kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth as it is ' 
iS heaven. 
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O THOU Infinite One, who dwellest not ♦nly in 
temples made with hands, but axi a perpetual 
presence, living and moving ^nd having thy being in 
every ttar and flower, we flee unto thee, who art always 
with us, and pray that we may commune with thy spirit 
face to face for a moment, feeling thy presence with us, 
and pouring out om gratitude unto thee. And amid all 
the noises of earth, may the still small voice of thy spirit 
come into our soul, wakening our noblest faculties to 
new life. O thou Infinite One, we lift our thoughts iltito 
thee, our dej^endent souls constraining us unto* thee, 
that we may rest us under the shadow of thy wings, and 
be warmed by thy love, and sheltered and blessed by 
the tender mercy wherevdth thou regardest all thy 
children. We adore and worship thee, calling thee by 
every name of power, of wisdom, of beauty, and of love ; 
but we know that npne of these can fully describe thee 
to oufselves, for thou transcendest our utmost thought 
of thee, even as the heavens transcend a single^drop of 
dew which glitters in*their many-eoloured light. 

We remember before thee our daily lives, aind we thank 
thee for the bread we eat, the garments we putlito, aad 
the houses which shelter us from the summer's heat or 
the winter's cold. 

• We bless thee for those who love’us, and whom with 
answering love we love back again < those under the sight 
of our eye or lifting up their prayer with us, and those 
far severed from the touch of o^ hand o» the^ hearing of 
our voice. We ^hank thee for these blessed rdadon^iys 
wMcb set the solitary in families, making twain one. 
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and thence manifold, beautif}ring the world with the 
tender^ties which join lover and beloved, huslj^nd and 
wife, parent and child, and with kindred blood and 
kindred soul joining many children, grown or growing, 
into one great family of love. ^ ^ 

Father, we thank thee for the gre^t ideas of our own 
nature, and the revelation tand inspiration which thou 
makest therein ; for the grand knowledge of thyself, our 
Father and our Ijklother, full of infinite perfection, doing 
good to each greatest and each smallest thing, and 
making all things work together for the good of each. 
O Lord, we ‘ thank thee for the knowledge whif.h comes 
from the inspiration of thy spirit working in the human 
soul, and for human souls obedient thereunto working 
with thee. * * 

We remember our own da&y lives before thee ; and we 
mourn that, gifted with a nature so large, and sur- 
rounded with opportunities so admirable, unclean and 
unholy sentiments have lodged within us, yea, n^estled 
there and been cherished and brooded over by our 
consciohsness. We lament that >ve have had* within us 

i 

feelings which we would not that others should bear 
tpsyards' us, and that we have done unrighteous deeds. 
We take shame to ourselves for these things; and we 
pray that we may gather suffering thence and sorrow of 
heart, till we learn to cast these evils behind us, dndtli\^ 
nobler and more natural lives, inward of piety, and 
o^twArd of goodness towards all. 

We rem^tjer our daily duties before thee, the hard 
toil which* thou givest iis in our manifold and various 
vacations, and we pray thee that thete may be in, us 
such a confidence in our nature, ^ch earnest obedience 
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to thee, that we shall serve thee every day, making all 
our lives one great act of holiness imto thee. May our 
continuous industry be so squared by the goldftn rule 
that it shall nicely fit with the interests of all with whom 
we have to do* and so by our handicraft all mankind be 
blessecf. We remember the- temptations that are before 
us, when pasadn ffom withjn is allied with opportunity 
from without, and that we* have so often therein gone 
astray j and we pray thee that the spirit of religion may 
be so strojig within us that it shall enable us to overcome 
evil qpd prove ourselves stronger for every trial.^ 

We remember the sorrows and the dis^pointments 
we musl beat, and we pray that this same spirit of 
religion may lift us up when we are bowed down, and 
strengthen us when we are weak, and give joy of heart 
to our inner man w^en the fiesh fears and fails and 
our eyes run down with tears. Yea, may we then be 
conscious of immortal life, and, lifting up holy hearts, 
enjoy that kingdom* of heaven which is not meat and 
drink ; and here on earth, by the various steps of joy and 
sorrow, may we mount up to that high dwelljpg-place 
where we taste those ]05rs which the heart has not con- 
ceived of, but which thy spirit and our own spiijt create 
for every earnest and noble and aspiring soul, * 

We pray thee that in our humble way we may be useful 
m great and good works, that our daily lAres may be a 
gospel upto mgn, and the brave words that we speak 
and the noble sentiments that we cherish may be a 
propheiqr of better things to come. So may thy l^gdfim 
come, and thy will be done dearth as*it i^ in heaven. 
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O THOIj Spirit, who art ever5nvhere, and watchest 
over us in darkness and in light, we flee unto 
thee, remembering our weakness and also our strength, 
rejoicing gratefully in the good things thou hast given 
us, lifting up manly .aspirations towards thee who 
qvdckenest our soul, seeking consciously to attain to a 
^eater excellence than we have yet achieved here on 
earth. We would spread out our lives ‘ before thee, 
remembering our trials, our transgressions, our joys and 
our sdrrows,*'and any little triumph which we may have 
gained ; and from these things we would gather up the 
materials to light our sacrifice, that itf flame may go up 
before thee, incense from t^e altars of earnest hearts. 
May the spirit of prayer guide us & our devotions, that 
we may be quickened by the dew of thine inspiration and 
warmed by the daylight of thy providence. 

We thank thee for the large inheritance which has 
come down to us from other times. We bless thee that 
other m^n laboured, jand whilst thou didst reward them 
for their toil, that we also have entered into the fruit of 
th^ir labours, and gather where we have not strewed, 
and eat where we toiled not. 

We thank thee for the noble institutions which other 
days have bequeathed unto us. We thank thee^fol*' 
those great and godly men, speaking id every tongue, 
inspired by thy spirit, whom thou raisedst up from age 
to age^ bearing #vitness of the nobleness of man's nature, 
and the nearness of thy* love towards ^ the sons and 
daughters of men— their life a continual flower of pi^y 
on the earth, drawing men's eye^* by its beauty, and 
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stirrisig men’s souls by the sweet fragrance of its heavenly 
flame. • , 

Most chiefly would we thank thee for him who in an 
age of darkness came and brought such marvellous light 
to the «yes of mefti. We th^k thee for the truths that 
he taught, an<^ th^ glorious humanity that he lived, 
blessing thee that be was the trjith from thee, that he 
showed us the life that is in thee, and himself travelled 
before us the way which leads to the loftiest achievements? 

We thahk thee for those whose great courage in times 
past ^roke the oppressor’s rod and let the oppre^d 
go free. • And we bless thee for the millions of common 
men, following; the guidance of their leaders, faithful 
to their spirit, and so to thee, who went onward in this 
great human marclj, in whose blOod-stained footsteps 
we gather the wMt A flowers of peace. 

We thank thee for the men and women of great 
steadfastness of soul in our own times not less, who 
bear •faithful witness against iniquity, who light the 
torch of truth and pass it from hand to hand, and sow 
the worl& with seeds whence in ^due time tlfe white 
flowery of peace shall also spring. We thank thee that 
thy spirit is not holden, but that thou pouresVit out 
liberally on all who lift up earnest hearts unto thee. We 
thank thee for the great truths which arev old, and the 
mew tniths also which are great, and for the light of 
justice, for the glories of philanthropy, which human 
eyes have for the first time in this age beheld. O Lofd, 
we thank thee that the glories which kings and prophets 
waited for have come down to ds, and thou hast reveal^ 
uitto babes an(f sucklings those truths which pther ages 
yearned for and foun^ not. 
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Q thou who art Father and Mother to the civilized 
man and the savage, who with*^ equal tenderness Idbkest 
down on thy sinner and thy saint, having no* child of 
perdition in thy mighty human family, we remember 
before thee our several liyes, thanking thee for the joys 
that gladden us, the work which our hands fm<f to do, 
the joy of its conclusion, and the education of its process. 

We are conscious of our follies, our transgressions, our 
stumblings by the wayside, and our wanderings from 
Ihe paths of pleasantness and peace. We know how 
often our hands have wrought iniquity, and ourselves 
have Ueen mean and cowardly of heart, not daring to 
do thfe’ right which our own souls told us of^: ancT we pray 
thee that we may suffer from these things, till, greatly 
ashamed thereof, we turn off from them and live glorious 
and noble lives. * / 

We thank thee for the joy and Satisfaction which we 
have attained to in our knowledge of thee, that we are 
sure of thy perfection, and need not fear anything which 
man can do unto us. Yea, we thank thee that, tHfough 
red seas of peril, and over sandy wastes of tqpiptation 
where no water is, ihy presence %till goes before us, a 
light in the darkness, a pillar of cloud by day, tor guide 
u» to iSie rock that is higher than we, and to place our 
feet in a large place, where there are fulness of joy and 
pleasures for 'evermore. * 

O thou who art tnfinite in thy power, thy wisdom^ 
and thy love— who art the God of the Christian, the 
Heathen, and the Jew, blessing all mankind which thou 
hast made to inhabit tl^ whole earth — ^we thank thee 
for all thy blessings, and pray that, mindful of our nature 
an'd thy nearness t6 us, we may learn to live to the &11 
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height 6i the facilities which thou hast given us, culti- 
vating* them with such large and generous education 
that we Aall know the truth and it shall make ui free, 
that we may distinguish between . these ever-living 

commandments* of thine and .the traditions of men, 
• ^ 

that we may know what is right and follow it day by day 
and continually,* arid so do good to aU mankind, and 
that there may be in us suchr religious trust that all our 
daily work shall be one great act of service and as 
sacramental as our prayer. Thus may we be strength- 
ened in the inner man, able at all times to acquit us 
as good soldiers in the warfare of life, and to pas? frohi 
glory to glory ^ill we are transfigured at Isfst into the 
perfect image of thy spirit. Then, when thou hast 
finished thy work ^vith us on earth, when the clods of 
the valley are sweet our#veary frame, may our soul 
go home to thee, and\o may we spend eternity in the 
progressive welfare which thou appointest for thy 
children. And here /)n earth may the gleams of that 
future^glory come upon us in our mortal life, clearing 
up the di^cult paths and strengthening our heart when 
it is weak within us. ^o may thy kingdom come, and 
thy wiE be done on earth as it is in heaven. 


XV 

a * THOU Infinite Spirit, who Occupiest all space, 
who gui^est all motion, thyself unchanged, 
and art the hfe of all that lives, we fiee unto thee, ki 
whom we also live and move apd have #ur being, and 
would reverenp.thee with what is highest arid holiest 
in our soul. We know that thou aft not to "be wor- 
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shipped as though thou needest aught, or didst ask the 
psaln) of praise from our lips, or our heart’s posr prayer. 
But in our feebleness and our darkness, dependent on 
thee for all things, we lift up our eyes unto thee ; as a 
little child to the father and mother* who holdihim by 
their hands, so do our eyes look up J:o thee who art 
our Father and our. Mother too, and bless thee for 
all thou art to us. We look to the infinity of thy 
•perfection with* awe-touched heart, and we adore the 
sublimity which we cannot comprehend. We* bow down 
hnifore^ thee, and would renew our sense of grititude 
and quicken still more our certainty of trust, till we feel 
thee a presence close to our heart, and are so strong in 
the heavenly confidence that nothing earthly can disturb 
us or make us fear.’ ^ y 

O thou Infinite One, we thanl^tl^ee for thy precious 
providence, which is new every morning and fresh every 
evening and at noonday never fails. O thou whom no 
name can tell, whom all our thoughts canno# fully 
comprehend, we rejoice in all thy goodness ; we thank 
thee tHht from seerning evil thoutstill educest*good, and 
better thence again and better still, in thine own*infinite 
^rogr^sion, leading forward and upward every creature 
which thou hast made. 

O thou Infinite One, we thank thee for this religious 
sense, whereby wc; know thee, and, amid a work! mi 
things that perish, lay fast hold on thyself, who alone 
a|t steadfast, without beginning of days or end of years, 
for ever and f<y ever still the same. We thank thee that 
amid all the darkness of time, amid joys that deceive us 
and pleasures that cheat, amid the trahsgressions^we 
commit, we can still lift up our hjmds to thee, and draw 
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near tbec with our heart, that thou blessest us still 
with moreithan a father’s or amother's never-endingjove. 

O Lord, we thank thee for these bodies, we bless thee 
for this overmastering soul, which only quits the flesh 
to dwell mnth thee ih greater, ancf more glorified magnific- 
ence for ever anc^ fo5 ever. We thank thee for those of 
past times or our own day wKo haye brought to human 
consciousness the greatness of our nature, the nearness 
of thy presence, and the certainty of thy Jove. We bless 
thee for thbse whose words have taught, whose living 
breath *still teaches us, wiser desires, simpler manners, 
grander tsuths, and loftier hopes. • • 

Our Father, we pray thee that we may use the blessings 
thou hast given us^ and never once abuse them. We 
would keep our bodies wisely, we ivould cultivate the 
intellect which thou.hast throned therein, and we would 
live with conscience active and will so strong that we 
shall fix our eye on the right, and, amid all the distress 
and trouble, the good report and the evil, of our mortal 
life, steer straightway there, and bate no jot of human 
heart or liope. We pray thee that^we may ciiltivate 
still more these kindly hearts of ours, and faithftilly 
perform our duty to friend and acquaintance, to^-fever^ 
and beloved, to wife and child, to neighbour and nation, 
and to all mankind. May we feel our brotherhood to 
tlie whole human race, remembering that nought human 
is strange to oui^flesh but is kindred to our soul. Our 
Father, we pray thee that we may grow continually ip 
true piety, bringing dpwn everything ^which Would 
unduly exalt itself, and lifting up what is loWly within 
us, fill, thoughlom: outward man perish, yet our inward 
man shall be renewed dfiy by day, and within us all shall 
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bcr fair and beautiful to thee, and without us our daily 
lives useful, our whole consciousness blameless in thy 
sight.* V(hen new blessings are bom to us in1:he body, 
when kindred souls are bom out from the body to the 
kingdom of heaven, may we accept thy varying dis- 
pensation, which on the one hand gives and on flie other 
takes 8|.way, and still triumphantly^ exclaim. It is thy 
hand, O God ! Yea, -so \nay we live on earth that our 
daily toil shall renew a right spirit within us, that the 
temptations of liusiness shall open the eye 9 f our con- 
science, that we may see justice and conform ojir will 
thereto, and our heart grow warmer and wider every 
day, "'and our confidence in thee so fim and absolute 
that it cannot change and will not be afraid. Father, 
help us to know thee as thou art, to understand thee as 
thou revealest thyself in this wor^ that is about us, as 
thou hast spoken through mightiest* men in other days, 
and still more to read that Scripture ever written on our 
soul, that we may know thee in thine infinity, perfect 
in thy completeness, and complete in thy perfections. 
And whilst we know thee and love thee, may w(^ overcome 
every fear of chance or change,® every fear of disaster 
and storm and fate. Thus may thy kingdoifi Come, 
<in3Tfiy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

XVI 

/yUR Father who art in heaven, and on earth, and 
^ everywhere, who dwellest not only in houses 
mad^ with habids, but Jiast thy dwelling-place wherever 
a human heart lifts up a prayer to thee, we would^flec 
unto thee, and, gathering up our spirits irom the cares 
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and tlfi joys and the sorrows of life, would commime 
with thee Jfor a moment, that so we may be made $tronger 
for every duty and more beautiful in thy sight. May 
thy holy spirit jrest upon us, and priy with us in otu* 
moming^prayer, teaching us what things we should ask, 
and how to pray th^ as we ought. 

O thou who art ever5nvhere, and fillest all the world, 
we thank thee for the fair broacf world wherein thou 
castest the lines of our earthly lot, for the sky above us, • 
burning aH night with starry fire, for the splendour 
which •gladdens the gates of morning and of evening, 
and the bg auty which by day possesses the heaven^with 
its serene presAice, adorning the figure of every cloud. 

O thou Infinite One, we thank thee that thou revealest 
thyself not only in*bPoks writ with -human pens, but in 
all the stars above, inevery blade of grass, in every fruit 
and flower which the gardener's thoughtful care produces 
from the ground, or in those which thy beneficent hand 
profu^y scatters b)f roadside and over meadow and 
marsh. 

We renlhmber befor^ thee our own lives, and* thank 
thee for these bodies so hopefully and wonderfully made, 
and these overmastering souls which enchant a h andfu l 
of dust into living, thinking, and worshipping frames or* 
matter, that are so animated with heavenly life. We 
ty^ss^thfee for our daily work which feeds and clothes our 
bodies, instructs* our understanding, and elevates our 
earnest conscience and heart and soul. • 

We remember before thee those that are near and dear 
• to us, bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, whose 
very presence #joy, and whose recollection is a^blessiug 
to our heart. O Lord^ we remember before tfiee those 
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flesh the grave hides from our eyes, but who are 
still life of our life, soul of our soul, those who have ceased 
froixi their labours and have gone home toothy more 
intimate’ presence, rejoicing, and advancing from glory 
to glory. 

. We remember before*’ thee the trials thou givest us, 
and the temptations, often too strong for us to bear, 
ahd we pray thee that we may rouse up every noblest 
faculty in us, and so live that though our outward man 
should perish, the inward man may be renewed day by 
day, advancing towards the measure of’ th6 stature of 
ai>erfect man., O Father who art in heaven, O ‘Mother 
who\art near us always, we pray thee that there may be 
such religious faithfulness in us that not only the prayer 
of our Sunday worship shall be acceptable to thee, but 
all the work of our ‘daily li{e be bj,iameless and beautiful, 
holy as a sacrament, and a continual service unto thee. 
May we have such confidence in thee, such love of thee, 
and such fidelity towards thee, that we shall bring down 
every high thing which exalts itself, and mak# every 
member of our body and every faculty of our soul to 
serve fhee in our joy, and serve ihee in our tofi, and even 
in our sorrow and our sighing to serve thee not^the less. 

^ '-G-thou Infinite One, who hast given us strength pro- 
portioned to our need, we pray thee that we may use 
the faculties thou hast given us to overcome the evil 
that lies before us. in our path. May our min^ devitee 
the right way, our conscience point to us the justice 
V^hi& we should follow, and our hands work out our own 
redeitiption, ^ven as thou commandest in every bone of 
our body and every faculty of our soul. ^ So may we serve * 
6ur nation better even than our fathers^ behig faithful 
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to the light our day and generation, and walkiiig 
whither thou wouldst have us to go. So may light 
come forth, and beauty and. holiness cx>ver the irhole 
land, and peace and joy and righteousness be the posses- 
sion of us all. -Thus may thy kingdom come, and thy 
will be done on earth as itis.in heaven. 

XVII • 

O UR Father who art in heaven, a^d on earth, we 
thafik thee that in houses made with hands, and 
every\^here, thou revealest thyself to thy children ; ai&d 
we flee unto thee with our psalm of thanksgiving and our 
words of prayer, to bless thee for all that thou givest, 
and to quicken our souls in heavenly aspiration, that 
whilst thou drawest hear untp us we*may draw near unto 
thee, and in thee Jive and move and have our being. 
May the words of our mouths and the meditations of 
our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our 
Strength and our Redeemer. 

We thank thee for all the blessings thou givest us, 
for the ground beneath our feet, and the heavefts over 
our he^, for the sun which gently parts the morning 
clouds^and from his golden urn pours down the day^l^ 
round our land, and for the million eyes of heaven 
which aU night look down upon a slumbering world, 
fill «f fhine own wisdom and radiating thy love, which 
never slumbers ^md doth not sleep. We thank thee 
that thy spirit, which animates nature with its bve^- 
flowing currents, fills also the heart and ^oul of inan. 

We thank thee for all the good which thou dbest to us, 
for fhy lovmg-|Cmdness and thy tender mercy, which atfe 
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over all thy works. We thanl; thee that thou takgst care 
of oj^en, and hast thine own thought for every^eat and 
every ?ittle thing which thine own hands have made. 
We bless thee that we can both lay us dpwn and sleep in 
safety, and when we wake that we are still iisgth thee. 
We thank thee for thine* infinite knowledge and thy 
power, wherewith thou createdst the all of things, fore- 
seeing the end before the beginning yet was, and making 
all things work together for the good of all and each. 
We thank thee that we know that thou boldest the 
\^ivei;se in thine hand, warmest it into life with thy 
breath, and inspirest it with thine own bep.uty, and 
blessest it with thyself. We thank thee that thou 
watchest over the course of human affairs, and bringest 
good out of evil, light out of darkjsiess, and continually 
leadest forward thy children, stepT by step, from the low 
state wherein thou wert pleased to ‘create mankind, to 
higher and higher heights of nobleness, as thou 
devdopest thy children to youth, to manhood, j(ea, to 
the measure of the stature of a complete and perfect 
man. «We thank thee that tjiou hast ncArhere left 
thyself without a witness, but everywhere makest 
re^^Jations of thyself, where day unto day uttereth 
‘ speech of thee, and night unto night showetltlmowledge ; 
yea, where, there is no other voice nor language, thou. 
Lord, speakest in tWne infinite wisdom and thy bou^dlf ss 
love. We thank thee for the presence i>t thy holy spirit 
eveiywhere; that thou persuasively knockest at every 
clos^ heart, wd into open souls comest like the sweetness 
of morning, ^reading there the delight of truth and piety, . 
and loviug-kindugsa and tender mere/ too. ^ 

We thank thee that while we am sure of thy protecting 
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care and thy causal providence which foresees all things, 
we can bear the sorrows of this world, and do its duties, 
and endiire its manifold and heavy cross. We thank 
thee that when distress comes upon us. and our mortat . 
schemes vanish* in^o thin air,^e know there is some- 
thing sSlid which we cin*^i?y hold of, and not be 
frustrated, in om hopes. we thai& thee that 

when death breaks asimder the slender thread of life, we 
know that elsewhere thou givest to those loosed from us 
a heavenly jetting, wherein they shine brfore the light of 
thy presence as morning stars, brightening and brighten- 
ing to more perfect glory, as they are transfigured l>y 
thine own almighty power. ^ 

We thank thee for all the truth which the stream of 
time has brought t<i ^ from many a^land and every age. 
We thank thee for the nobler examples of human nature 
which thou hast raised up, that in times of darkness there 
are wise men, in times of doubt there are firm men, and 
in every peril there stand up heroes of the soul to teach 
us feebler meii our duty, and to lead all thy children 
to trust in^hee^ Fatheij^ we thank thee that the ^ed of 
righteousness is never Idfet, but through many a deluge is 
carried "safe, to make the wilderness to bloom jmd 
blossom with beauty ever fragrant and ever new, a&d the * 
desert Jbear com for men and sustain the souls of the 
feefife^^^^lgten they faint, 

%e thank thee^for that noblest orftament and fairest 
revelation of the nature of man whom thou didst once 
send cm the earth to seek and to,^\!l5 that which Mras lost^ 
We thank thee that he withstood the sin add iniquity of 
his tjme, that he was the friend of publicans and sinners^ 
that he broke ithe yoke of the oppr^or and let the 
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0{§)re^d go free. We thank thee that he respected 
net the position of men, but was a friend to all the 
friendicsj, and the blessing of those ready to perish fell 
on his head. Father, we thank thee that he lifted up 
that which was fallen doi^, and bound that which was 
bruised, and was a father *to the fatherless, and the 
saviour of us all. Yea, I-ord, we'thtok thee for his 
temptations and his agonies, for his trials and his bloody 
cross, and for all his perils so manfully borne, and the 
crown of humin homage and divine reverence which 
XhovL didst set on his head, defiled once by a crgwn of 
thorns. Apd while we thank thee for these things, O 
Lord, we pray that the same human nature may 
be active in our heart, and a like heroism bear fruit in 
our daily lives. c ^ 

Father, we thank thee foi* every good institution of the 
church which has brought life and Ibving-kindness unto 
men. We thank thee for the great saints and martyrs 
whose names are household words -in the world's mouth, 
and also for those unnumbered and unnamed, who with 
commpn talents have done great service fo% mankind, 
whose holy life theu hast blessed for all the world. We 
jgme mber these before thee, and thank thee 'for the 
" prayers, and the toils, the tears, the blood, ahd the 
manly and womanly endeavour, whereby the wilderness 
has been made to blossom as the rose, and tfee jgr^at 
victories of humankind have been aclpeved for us. 

Ot thou who art our Father, and our Mother not the 
|ess« we remember these things, and we pour out our 
hearts in.psaim of gratitude and prayer of thanksgiving 
^into thee. We remanber our own lives, dhe lines o| our " 
lot cast in this pleasant land, and we pray thee that we 
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may &ithf«lly do every duty which the age demands* of 
us. Inheriting so much from times past, quickened by 
the inspiration of great men, and, stiU more, feeling thee 
a presence not to be put by, ever near to our heart-r-wt 
pray thee that there may be^^uch religiousness of Soul 
within that we shall make every day a Lord’s day, and 
all our wqrk a gteaf sacrament of communion with thy 
spirit. We pray thee that we may lay aside every 
weight, and forsake the sins which do most easily beset 
us, and ruij the race that is before us, prying forward to 
the gjprious prize which thou appointest for thy c^ildre;;» 
So may thy kingdom come, and thy will be dpne or^ earth 
as it is in* heaven. 


XVJII 

O THOU Infinite Perfection, who art the soul of 
all things that are, we would lift up our spirits 
and f|el thy presence, and have thee as an abiding light 
in our tabernacle. We would thank thee for all the 
blessings 4hou givest us, and thy precious providence 
whereby we live. We feiow that thoU needest no prayer 
of ours'^to stir thee to do us good, but, in the midsL/>f 
things changing and passing away, our heart and our* 
soul cry out for thee, the ever-living and true God. In 
t^e moment of our adoration, while we worship thee by 
our prayer, may ye so strengthen ourselves that we shall 
serve ^ee all our lives, by a daily work which is full of 
obedience to thee and t^st in thy p^ection. • ^ 

We thank thee for the world of matter whereon we 
live^ wherewith oer hands are occupie^^ and wbeleby our 
bodies are buiided up wd filled with food and ftibiished 
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wi& all things needful to enjoy! We thank thee for the 
calmness of night, which folds thy children in her*arms, 
and rockri them into peaceful sleep, and when we wake 
we thank thee that we are still with thee. We bless thee 
for the heavens over our^head, archefi with loveliness, 
arid starred with beauty, speaking ever in the pbetry of 
nature the psalm of life which the s|)heres ch^nt before 
thee to every listening^ sold.' 

^ We thank thee for this greater and nobler world of 
spirit ; wherein ^e live, whereof we are, whereby we are 
■l engthened, upheld, and blessed. We thank th§e for 
the wondrops powers which thou hast given to man, 
that tnou hast created him for so great an estate, that 
thou hast enriched him with such noble faculties of mind 
and conscience and heart and soul, <japable of such con- 
tinual increase of growth and income of inspiration from 
thyself. We thank thee for the wise* mind, for the just 
conscience, for the loving heart, and the soul which knows 
thee as thou art, and enters into communion with thy 
spirit, rejoicing in its blessing from day to day. 

We thank thee for noble men whom thou hasl^aised up 
in all time, for the great minds >^ho bring thy truth to 
Hjp y^ an consciousness, and thereby make mankind free. 
We thank thee for good men who do justly, and love 
mercy, and walk humbly with thee, visiting the fatherless 
and the widows in their affliction, and keeping; them- 
selves unspotted from the world. O Lord, we t&anl: 
thee for those who love thee with all their understanding 
£^d their heart, and, loving thee thus, love also their 
neighbours as^ themselves ; who overtake those that - 
Mjander from the way of truth, who lift up the fallen, 
who are eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, and 
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strength and s^vation to such as are ready to peAsh. 

We thank thee that while we are brothers an<^ sisters 
to each other, thou art Father and Mother to us all, tod 
when earthly parents forsake and let us fall, when our 
own kipsfolk and acquaintance turn from us, thou wilt 
hold us up and in no wise let us fall. 

We remember before thee our (^ily lives, and we pray 
thee that we may have manly and womanly strength to 
do whatsoever our duty requires, and to bear any cross 
that is laid upon us, how hard and grievous soever to 
be borne. We remember before thee the joys thou 
givest us, and we pray thee that while our.own Ijeart is 
filled with grftitude to thee for the blessings which our 
hands have wrought or which have fallen as an inherit- 
ance to our lot, may overflow with loving-kindness 
and tender mercy to our fellow-men. 

We pray thee that there may be in us a pure and 
blameless piety, which, knowing thee in thine infinite 
perfoction, loves thee with all our understanding and 
our heart and our soul. And so loving thee, may we keep 
every laW which thoij writest on our bodies, «r in our 
souls, and live blameless and beautiful in thy ^ight, 
doin^ the duties of time, yet conscious of eternity, 
so in a little time fulfilling a great time, and journeying; 
ever forward and upward, till we are transformed into 
^hat perfect image of thyself, when thy truth is our 
thought, thy justice is our will, and thy love is the law 
of ouif daily life, as we go from glory to glory. So lead 
us forward through the,yar 5 dng good an^ ill of this li^e, 
and, at last, when we have finished our course on earth, 
and the clods 8f the valley are sw^t to our perishing 
flesh, then i^it thoi| clothe ns with the garments of 
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hninortality, and take us to thyself, ever in an ascending 
march to go higher and higher in those gioties utrhich 
pye hath mot seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
conceived of in its* highest golden dreani- So may thy 
kingdom come, and thy lerill^ be done on earth^as it is 
in heaven. 


XIX 

O UR Father who art in heaven, and on earth, and 
, everywhere, we know that thou rememberest us, 
for we^stan4 for ever before thy throne, and them needest 
not the psalm of our lips nor our heart's unbending prayer 
to stir thy love towards us, but sometimes in our weak- 
ness do we dream that thou needest td be entreated, and 
so ask thee to draw nigh to us ; but we know it is for us 
to draw near to thee, who art ever present with us, about 
us, and above us and within. O thou perpetual presence, 
we thank thee for thy loving-kindness and tender igercy, 
in the consciousness of which we would spread out in our 
memory the recollection of our daily lives, the wrong 
deeds we do, the jo^s we delight in, the duties that are 
to be done, and the high hopes that kindle \ieavcn 
Vithin our heart ; and while we muse on these things 
for a moment, we would so adore and w<»8hip thee in our 
prayer that we may serve thee alwa 5 rs in our daily Ufe.e 
Father, we thank thee for the mateaial world which 
thou hast placed all around us, underneath, and overhead. 
Vllp thank the^ for the sun, which pours out the beauty 
of the golden day, chequering the year with exceeding 
lavelin^s. We tl^k thee for the ni^t* visited with 
troops of stars, and for the moon y^hich wdlks in bright- 
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ness from the East to the West, gladdening the eye^ of 
wakeful pien. We thank thee for the wondrous use there 
is in this material world, which feeds and shelters with 
house and raiment our mortal flesh, which is kind vrith 
medicii^ to our ailments, and furnishes manifold tools 
for our toil and thought. ’ 

We thank theife fdr the greater world of spirit, whereof 
thou hast created us in thme ovm image and likeness. 
We thank thee for the mind, which loves use and beauty^ 
and truth.; for this conscience which Would know right, 
and the overmastering will which would do it all our 
days. We bless thee for the affections which find their 
home in fathej*and mother, in lover and beloved, husband 
and wife, parent and child, and all the sweet companion- 
ships which gladden our earthly loving heart. We bless 
thee for the religious soul Which thou hast planted in us, 
which without searching can find out thee, and hold 
communion with thee at our own sweet will, receiving 
bles^ inspira.tion from thy presence which is not to 
be put by. 

We thank thee for the relation which thpu hast 
established between this world of matter which is without 
us and this world of spirit which is within * and we ths^nk 
thee that while material nature furnishes food ancfshelterr 
instruments and healing to our mortal flesh, it likew^ 
J^pr^kes far higher things to mind and conscience, and 
to heart and sqjul. Yea, we bless *thee that thou hast 
made all things work together for good ; that while we 
are striving with prayer and toil for daily bread, th^ 
givest us also the bread of life, and feedest* us with spirt's 
fo^id* and so us upwaid till we ^w to th# measuf e 

of the stature of a q^mplefe and perfect man. 
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tVe remember our daily live^ before thee, the jivroxig 
things^ which we have done, and the unholy thoi}ghts and 
evil emo^ons which we have not only suffered in our 
hearts but cherished there. We pray thee that thou 
wilt chasten us for these things, and we may stj|fer and 
smart therefor till we turn ‘from every wrong, and with 
new life efface the scars of ancient wickeHness wherewith 
we have stained and deformed our consciousness. 

, We remember before thee the special blessings thou 
hast given, and* while we would not forget thy hand, 
^hich feedeth us, we would let our hearts, when filled 
with ^atiti^de to thee, run over with loving;kindness 
and tender mercy to mankind, till our Rands also are 
filled with good deeds, whereby we hold communion 
with our brother men. 

We remember the stem Sorrows which thou sendest 
us, the cup of bitterness oft-times pressed to our lips, the 
trials which await us in our business and perplex our 
understanding ; we remember the sorrows whicl^ dim 
our eyes with tears when thou changest the countenance 
of our ck^ar ones, and lover and friends are putf'far from 
us, and our acquaifitance into darkness. O Father in 
J^ven, O Mother on earth and in heaven too, we thank 
thee that we know that it is unto brightness* and not 
darkness, that thou ferriest our acquaintance over, 
canying our dear ones into thine own kingdom of bea^e% 
We thank thee for &e spirits of just man made perfect 
alrea<iy, and for those whom, in infinite progression, 
th^u leadest forward from the stain of earthly sin tp 
that purity an5 perfection which the eye hath not seen, 
nor the ear heard, nor our human hearts but dimly Mt. 

O Father in heaven, we will not thee^to draw nigh 
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to us,^for thou who art ever living in our life and moving 
in our Qiotion, and yet transcending time and space* 
But we pray thee that there be such action of our noblest 
part that we sjiall think truth, that we shall know right 
and will it all our days, that^we shall love things given 
us to fove, and grow in onr affection stronger an<f 
stronger .to ouf brother men, closer and closer knit ; 
and may there be such action of *our soul that we shall 
know thee as thou art, and live with aperpetual income of 
thy spirit to. ourselves, even in our sleep thou giving 
to thy beloved. Day by day may we pass from the glory 
of a good beginning to the greater glory of^a n6ble end, 
and when at l«st thou hast served thyself with ou?teortal 
bodies, may we lay them in the dust, whence these 
garments of the soul were taken first, and clothed with 
immortality, fly upwards, Onwards unto thee. So may 
thy kingdom comS, and thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. 


XX 

O THOU Infinite bne, who art a perpetual presence 
above us, and about us, and within, we woi^Jd 
draw near unto thee, who art not far from any one of us; 
and with a consciousness of thy presence would re- 
gneijiber before thee all the blessings thou hast given us, 
the duties which we are to do, the crosses which must 
be borne, the joys we delight in, and the sorrowsavhich 
afflict us; remembering these things, we would^^jk) 
worship thee for a moment that we may serve thee aU 
the days of ouf lives. Our Father who art ih heav^, 
whither shall we flei^ from thy presence, whither shall 
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ym go from thy spirit ? If wfe take the wings of the 
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of ^ the sea, 
even fhe^e shall thy hand lead us, and thy right hand 
shall hold us up. We thank thee for thy loving-kindness 
and thy tender mercy, w^ch are bvpr aU thy works, 
‘beneath which we cam lay us* down and sleep in safety, 
and when we awake we are still with thee. 

We thank thee for the? noble nature thou hast given 
us, for its vast powers to know truth and beauty, to 
^find out the eternal right, to love one another with the 
otrength of our affections, and to know thee, who art our 
Father knd our Mother, and to cleave unto thee with am 
absoluf^e trust, which knows no turning nxx falling away. 

O Lord, we remember before thee thine own presence 
in the world of matter, and in the consciousness of our 
own soul. We thank thee <;hat thou speakest in this 
Old Testament of the world of nature, and in this New 
Testament of man's spirit makest yet more glorious 
revelations of thyself ; and while there proclaiming thy 
power, thy law, thy wisdom, here in our heairts thou 
tellest ever of thy justice amd thy love. We thank thee 
for the great revelations thou hist made through the 
^ human sense and human soul in times past. Wb bless 
for the great men and women whom thou h^ gifted 
so liberally with genius that they have beccmie philo- 
sophers, poeb, and teachers of mankind. We^l^an^ 
thee for the prophets and apostles who, jfi all lands, and 
in evgry age, through the inspiration thou didst put on 
them, have been a guiding and shining light unto their 
brothers. . * 

jWe thank thee that not only unto greart men hast thpu 
revealed thyself, but out of the mouth of babes and 
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suckli|jigs hast thou perfected thy praise, the little 
teachings the great, and the few instructing thejmany. 
We thank thee for the millions of common men and 
women, their uames to mankind all unknown, who with 
great faithfulness of soul have looked upwards and^ 
found thee, and with the daily beauty of their lives have* 
revealed thy loVinJ-kindness and thy tender mercy to 
the world of men. 

Above all others, do we thank the^ for that great and, 
noble man who in days of darkness ahd extreme peril 
thou raisedst up, and didst inspire with so much of truth, 
and justjce, and philanthropy, and faith ip tliee. We 
thank thee idt the words of truth which he spoke, for 
the sentiments of noble piety and philanthropy which 
came out not onlynn his speech, but in the daily works 
of his life ; and we bless thee that his words and the 
memory of his life have come down to us to kindle our 
hoije, to stir our aspirations, and to strengthen our faith 
in 

Father, we thank thee not only for all these things 
which art behind us, but that still to the hurpan soul 
thou impartest thyself, giving trutfc»to all who use their 
minds aright, revealing justice to every one, warming, 
each faithful heart with love, and revealing tSyself tot 
whoso with honest purpose looks up and seeks after thee, 
jyejthank thee for all truth which we have learned of 
thee, for every, emotion of pious 'gratitude and holy 
trust which has sprung uj^Vithin our heart ; andUif we 
h^ve achieved any elevation of character and done 
good deeds in our lives, we thank thee, who givest to us 
allft^in our natifre so liberally, and demandeet of ps 
only the duties whi^h our strengtli is equal to, and 
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th% doing of which shall rai^e us to greater strength 
and peater yet. • 

We remember before thee our own daily lives, thanking 
thee for the reward which comes as the result of our toil. 
We bless thee for the friend^ near and dear, ^y what- 
' ^ver name they are called, still bone of our bone, and 
flesh of our flesh, or soul .of our soiil. " We thank thee 
that in our trouble £hou art an ever-present help, not 
^ far from us, but ei^ceeding near, that the thought of thee 
not only confirnSs us for our duty, but refines us till we 
“ are able to bear the exceeding sorrows oft laid on us. 
We bless tljfee for the glorious hope which spreads out 
befor/ us, for the consciousness of everla&ting life which 
comes as the innermost fact of our inward soul. We 
thank thee that in a world where* things deceive our 
expectations, we are sure 6f thee, and certain of thy 
loving-kindness and thy tender mercy and the infinite 
heaven which spreads out before us. 

We pray thee that there may be in us such knowledge 
of thee, such love and trust in thee, that all our days we 
shall se,rve thee with blameless and earnest w6rk. May 
we do the duties thou givest to he done, and bear any 
::^osses laid upon us, in such manly and womanly sort 
•that by* toil and suffering we shall grow wiser and better 
every day. Help us to distinguish between the com- 
mandments of erring men and the everlasting 
ments of thy law, which thy spirit writes on the world 
of matter and publishes in this world of spirit. Day by 
d^y may we grow wiser and juster, stronger in oijr 
righteous will, more loving in our affections, while our 
emotions towards thee b^ome contitfually more emd 
more beautiful and blessed. 
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We remember before thee all men, our brothers 
ever3rvrtiere, and pray tHee that by our truth and our 
lives we may do something to lift the cloud of darkness 
which blinds men's eyes, and to strike off the fetters 
which chain the mind or which manacle the limbs. So 
by our Bfe may we serve who art not to be wor- 
shipped as though thou needest an3^hing ; and here on 
earth may we pass from glory to glory, till, when thou 
hast finished thy work with us below, thou layest our 
bodies in the dust, and clothest us witB immortality, and, 
arrayed in that wedding garment, takest us home to 
thyself, to pass from the glory of the earthly* to the 
greater glbry <jJ the heavenly, and enter intb these jo5rs 
which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of 
man can fully cypprehend. So may thy kingdom 
come, and thy will be doncbon earth as it is in heaven. 

« 

XXI 

O ^HOU Infinite Spirit, who possesses! the darkness 
of^the night, and fiUest the chambers of the day 
with thy glorious presence, we would draw near urfto thee, 
and worship thee with the homage of grateful hearts, 
thanking thee for the favours for which thou askest not* 
our gratitude, and communing with thy spirit face to 
face. ^In our darkness and our feebleness we turn our- 
selvSs unto thee, seeking to feel thee nearer and more 
intimately in ou? souls, and so to worship in our morning 
prayer that thy sunlight shall shine upon our^ heads, 
"^d in the light thereof we shall journey all our days, 
serving thee a perfect service and a manly trust. 
6 thou who givest us all things so richly to enjoy, >#e 
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thank thee for the world wherein thou hast cast the lines 
of our lot. We bless thee for the night, wtere th^ moon 
walks In Jjeauty, and star unto star proclaims thy loving- 
kindness and thy tender mercy, wherewith thou fiUest 
up the world of space, and embraces! not less the all of 
^time. We thank thee for tfie 5un, which pours dc%n from 
heaven, bringing light and life to eurtearth.^ Father, 
we thank thee for all the* beauty of the year, for the 
wondrous world which is under our feet, and above our 
^heads, and round us on every side. 

‘ We thank thee for these bodies of ours, builded up 
from ms-terial things, so curiously and so wonderfully 
made fhank thee for the power which thou givest 
them, and all their various weapons for toil and for 
defence. We thank thee for the nql^e soul thou hast 
enthroned herein, this divino spark, enchanting with its 
life this handful of material dust. We thank thee that 
thou hast created us in thine own image, and hast given 
us the power over these material things, over the earth 
under our feet, and the elements that are above us and 
about us on every hand. ^ 

We tKank thee for the large milid, rejoicing in use, in 
beauty, and in science not the less. We thank thee for 
")ihe power thou givest us from this material wofld to 
build up our bodies, strong and handsome temples, 
wherein thy spirit dwells in the human {cnm, iUcarpatin^ 
itself in so many millions and mHibini of thy dauglfters 
and thy sons. We thank thee for these^ senses, through 
which the soul looks out upon the world, and at these 
valious windows takes knowledge in, and learns so mucfi^' 
of thy works, and has communion with thine infinite jpy 
in the world of matter which thm hast 
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W« thank th€e for this conscience, with its power to 
know li^ht, and its wilT to^ do right, and we bless thee 
that only thine own unchanging higher law of rig^it can 
satisfy it, yearning for the first good, first perfect, and 
first fair. We tfi^ink thee that through this faculty we 
hold cofhmunion with thme everlasting righteousness/ 
and can live by* thy commandment, which is exceeding 
broad and hath neither variableness nor the shadow of 
a turn. 

We thank thee for these affections, whereby we love 
those about us, and knit many tender ties which join us 
each to each, and all to one another. We thanlfthee for 
the love whicl^ joins those that are of the same nation or 
community, for the kindred blood which throbs in mutual 
hearts. We bless^tjiee for the affection which makes the 
lover and his beloved to refoice together, giving welfare 
to the bridegroom* and the .bride, to wife and husband. 
We thank thee for all the sweet felicities which come 
froin the relation of friend to friend, and parent to child, 
for tne many joys which cluster round our heart, and 
shine lil^ morning light within the humblest or the 
proudest home. • ^ 

We thank thee that in addition to all these things thou 
givesf us power to know thee, to trust thee, and to love* 
thee, with a faith that knows no change, save from glory 
to as it brightens into the perfect day of piety 

audits serenest joy. We thank thee that amidst a world 
of tfaii^ which are changing, we are sure of thine ip^te 
loving-kindness and thy tender mercy, and even in 
(farkness we can trust thee, knowing that tfiy fatl^y 
an^ motherly aim is about us, leading us froltii strength 
to Strength^ i^dy to^ uphold uS whefi we totter, and to 
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lift us up when we fall down. O thou Infinite One, we 
know no words to tell thee the d^ep emotions of ou^ heart, 
the jo^s of our piety, and the holy trust we place in thee ; 
and ihou needest no words, nor askest thou the prayer 
or psalm of thanksgiving from our heart, for thou art 
^behind us and before, anS hbove us and bel\L)w, and 
about us and within, and understandest every thought 
before our words expijess it in the ear. 

We remember before thee the duties thou givest us to 
*do, and we pray thee that with earnest faithfulness we 
may do them all. May we bear any cross thou layest 
on us \,hich must be borne, with reverent patience, 
growing *str6nger from every affliction WfherevHth thou 
triest us. When those near and dear are severed from 
our side, and the shadow of death fgiUs on the empty 
place of our friend, we wouldtremember that other world, 
where all tears are wiped from every eye, and thy 
children pass from the greater glory to the greatest, as 
they are led in infinite progression by thy hand. 

We remember the joys thou givest us, and while we 
taste them, we pray that oUr hearts may be fyi|[i with 
bounty towards all^ and we may^do good according to 
the measure of the strength which thou givest us. 

. We rtaPember our daily lives ; and pray thee that by 
bearing what must be borne, and doing what thou givest 
us to do, we hiay build ourselves up to higher and higher 
heights of human €«cellence. May we grow wiser ^knd 
more^just, be filled with more loving-fandness to our 
brother, men, and have a heartier and a holier love and 
tni^ in the^. May no success in this world's affairs ever 
h^den our heart, but make us more noble and more 
generous, and may^the world's sorrow and sickness and 
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grief and and loss only ro^ up tKe 

bluer squl riM & in ns* till we trininph over a£|ictip^ 
and tave gained the victory over death. So finish ifthn 
thy leerk with, ns here below ; and when it is done andi 
ended, wilt Ifeou take us tp^thysdf, to be with thee fo^ 
ever, and so to be transfi^tred into higher and Idgher 
i^essea of thy spirit, and. pass from glory to glory 
for evw and ever. So may *thy kingdom come, and thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaveq. 

XXII 

O THOU Infinite One, we flee unto thee, Sdf for a 
moment would be penetrated with the thought 
of thy presence, and so worship thee in the uplifting of 
our hearts that we may %erve thee with our hands 
aU the days of ourVnortal lives. 

We thank thee for thy loving-kindness and thy tender 
mercg, which are new every morning and fresh every 
evening and which fail not at noonday. We thank thee 
for the world that is about us, and above us, and beneath 
us, full of thy presence in every star of heaven and every 
flower bf earth. We bless thee for the other world 
wMdi'^cnirselveS are, whereto this sphere of if^tter is* 
but ohtward nKrting-^pkce and environment, and we 
tj^k thee that our souls are Mkewise the temple of thy 
spirit, and thou ^ is who givest us life and breath and 
all rid^y td^aajoy. We thank thee that t|iou hast 
perl^ tove, and watchest over us 
Vsuch catfi^ providence tl^t thou makest all thi^ work 
together for good, and wilt lose no chfld of p^dition* 
from thy mighty huma]i flock,^but w^ lead thy ti&ildreii 
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by the hand, and those who caimot walk thou wilt bear 
in thii\e arms, and bring theta ah at last to nev^-4n&£g 
bliss. I O thou who art Perfect Love, we thank thee for 
thyself I and, sure of thine infinite loving-kindness and 
^thy tender mercy, we knqw that we* cannot fail, and 
having thee, all else needful are we sure of beside. 

. We thank thee for the glprious nattire which .thou hast 
given us, that thou^hast blessed us with such large 
faculties, to know.jvhat is useful and beautiful and true, 
to understand What is just and right before thine eyes ; 
and with this affection whereby we love each other, and 
are joineS'^by manifold tender ties to those who are dear 
to us,*however far remote in time and spsize. We tbank 
thee for this great and overmastering power whereby 
we know thee and commune with thee, thy spirit in- 
spiring our spirit, and thy prbvidence upholding us when 
we totter and uplifting us when w^ fall. Father, we 
thank thee for all these things, and our words know not 
how to praise thee as our hearts so gladly would, bpt we 
know that thou needest no words from our heart, no 
psalm from our lips, for thou understandest us, knowing 
the words of our mouth before *they arc conceived in 
our heart. ® 

^ We t^ik thee for all manner of blessings which thou 
givest us. We bless thee for the things needful to the 
body, for our health and our strength, our bread by^da^, 
our nightly sleep, and the work which pur hands find to 
do, whereby our bodies are clothed with raiment and our 
m^zths are satisfied with Inread. We thank thee for the 
instriictionr which comes to mind and to conscience from ! 
our daily toil. We bless thee for those* who are nea; to 
our heart, whether by sid^ or far removed, or 
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separate^ even, by the gates of death. We thank thee 
{pr the ascended spirits that were once with u$ on eai^h, 
Uftinglheir eyes upon the^sun, taking sweet counsel w:ithL 
us« and walUng to thy house in company. We blm 
thee for all good and noble men and women, who from 
time tb time come up in xhf providence, to teach natiohs 
the way in which they should walk, and to call many 
from wickedness to the ways of justice which lead to 
such blessedness on earth and beyond the world. We 
thank thee for ages past, for the childhood of mankind, 
and for amy words of simplicity and truth which have come^ 
down to us from ancient days. We thank^ee for the 
primal*virtnps* which shine aloft as starS, aad»not less 
for the charities which heal and soothe and bless, and are 
scattered at mjtp’s feet like living flowers. We bless 
thee for the great truths which have come down to us 
on their sounding way through the ages, encouraging 
and strengthening men. We thank thee for poets and 
prophets and mighty men of thought and of piety, who 
spoke as they were moved by thine all-awakening spirit, 
and brgught truth to mankind ; and we thank thee that 
in our own day, not less, thy spirit still worlfs with the 
children of men, O thou, who art the head, and dost 
evejSry joint supply, and art always present JsHthe worjid 
of matter and the world of man. ^ 

We thank thee for all these things, itfid we pray thee 
^ tlfet we may strengthen ourselves mightily with thy 
spirit in our iflSner man. May we turn off our ej^es from 
loving evil things, and withhold our hand frpm every 
' unclean and ungodly work. May we bqil^ oifl^lves 
up to the measure of a p^[lect man, growingj^ontinually 
to a high^ unage^and likeness whereafter^ thou li^t 
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dt«ated us. May there be in us ^uch love of thee, such 
in thee, and such obedience towards thee, tjuil we 
Shan k^p every law thou hast written on out bodies or 
in our souls. Thus may we learn thy trutl\, and may it 
set us free alike from the darkness of old times and the 
error of our own days. May we learn what is rigtft, and 
do thy will with all the strength that is in lis, ai|d while 
lite thee to love us/inay we love our brothers as we 
love ourselves, and grow constantly in the practice of 
every religious duty, and the doing of every maiUy work, 
k Thus may thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on 
earth as itis- in heaven. 


XXIII 

O THOU who art ever3rv4iere, we would feel thy 
presence at our heart, and lift up our spirit 
unto thee, seeking to hold communion with thee and 
be strengthened for duties, for sorrows, and for jc^r^s. 
For a moment we would remember in thy presence the 
lives that^we lead, the works thou givest us to%io, our 
shortcomings, or any success that is*in us ; and while we 
muse on these things may the fire of devotion *burn 
within oiIKieart and so stir us that Irom our moment 
of worship whi^may learn to sery^ aU flie da}^ of 
our lives. ‘ t ^ 

O thou, who art oui^ Father and our M^^ther, we thank 
thee fpf thy loving-kindness and thy tender mercy, 
which are over all thy works; We thank thee lhat thpu^ 
causSi thy Itun to shine on the evil and on the good, 
and eendsst thy rain on the just and on the unjust. We 
bless thee that with Tathcrly providence, with motherly 
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loyi^ thou car«st for the enlightened people of the 
and not less for three whSm savage ignorance bath hell 
blinded sp fopg. We thank thee that thou Invest wy 
sakit, and e^eiy sinner too, for he also is thy child, and 
that thou wilt buffer no son* of perdition in thy great 
family. 

We bless t£ee*that, while thpu givest us tile earth 
und^ our feet and the heavens above our head, both 
in that which is beneath, and thato^^iich is above, and 
not less,'0 Lord, in that which is within us, thou thyself 
residest for ever, and manifestest th 3 rself toj^l the sons' 
and daughters of men. We thank thee that ip t^e midst 
of human darkness thou art an ever-glorious light, 
shining for ever in thy beauty. We thank thee that out 
of seeming evil fhbu still educest'good, and better thence 
again, and so l^adest thy children ever upwards, and 
forward for ever. We thank thee that even the wrath 
of man is made to serve thee, and the reminder of wrath 
th@U dost restrain, making all things work together at 
last for good. We thank thee that thou carest for us 
all, that in our day pf joy we know it is thou^rho fillest 
our pup, by giving us the faculties which make it, son 
ove? at the brim. We thank thee that thou with us 
in our days of hardship and of calamity, t^t whai our 
own heart cri^ out against us, thou aij^^l^ter than our 
> hetfii, and understandest all thiqgs, and blessest utrih 
seoirt ways ; and when we are cast down, azu^ go stoop- 
ing and foebte, with hungering eyes and a h«pt> 
that tiiou stin art ^tii us, and lesdest us Irppl slsp^b 
to strength, a|td blsssest os contijatuaUy. * 

* We remembar before t^ the dpily works ig^eiif^Ve 
oigaged, the pdtpleadties of our business^ abroad or 
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at home, and we pray that we may have such strength 
of faithfulness to thee that tUb dark shall appeA light 
to us, and the crooked shall became straight, and the 
way of duty so plain before our face that We cannot err 
therein. * • * * 4 

We remember the sorrows with which we are tried, 
t$ie grievous disappointpients*that are laid upon ds ; yea, 
we remember that thou takest from us our lovers and 
acquaintance, tho§e "with whom we took sweet counsel, 
and walked to thy house in company. We remember 
" before theej^heir immortality and our own, and we thank 
thee foi; the kingdom of heaven which arches over us, 
and sheds down its sweet influence from on high to 
encourage and to draw us up. And in days of sorrow we 
pray thee that we may have a quickening sense of this 
spiritual world whereto our faces are set, which is the 
appointed end of our earthly pilgrimage. 

Father, we remember our own souls before thee ; we 
know how often we have been forgetful of the duty wifich 
thou demandedst of us, that we have often cherished un- 
worthy feelings, and have not felt that love to our%rother 
men which we should have felt, or which we have lusked 
of thee. we remember that we have stained*^%^ 

hands by d^^ wrong things, and defiled the inti^ty of 
our own cons^isness ; and we pray thee ti^t we may 
smut for every ofEence whicji we against %hee,c 

tiO, greatly ashamed of ojir folly and dor meanness, we 
pass £f^ the unholy vaya which are evil and lead to 
evil, smd turn to thi»e whi^ are ^easanlness and lead* 
to eternal UessediMss beyond the gravf. .Father, we 
tl&nk thee for any .suffering which comes upon us l^r 
WFongddngs, knowing that thereBy thou'recallest us 
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from the evil of our ways, and wouldst save our souls 
from suffering yet wcnie. 

And we pray thee that*this religious faculty .may be 
so stron^y active within us that we shall never fear thee> 
but that a perfegt love may cast out fear, and we may 
know thee as thou art in xh!ne infinite perfection* the 
Father fund Mother of our soul in our every hour of 
need, which is our every hour ^f life. And may we 
have such love for thee, such faith towards thee, and 
live such a life in thee, that within us all shall b<^ 
blameless and beautiful, every faculty performing its 
several ^and appointed work, and all our outward lives ^ 
as harmonious as the stars in their courses* n^d full 
of continual use to our brother men. ^ 

O thou who jieedest not to be entreated, we do not 
ask of thee new talents, for thou hast given what thou 
sawest fit ; nor*^do we entreat thee to do for us what 
thou hast given us power to do ; but, conscious of thy 
pi^nce, feeling the great gifts which thou hast 
bestowed upon us, and the perpetual incoming of thy 
spirit, would use every faculty which thou hast 
given for its appropriate work, and so pass from child- 
hood to manhood, from glory to glory, till thou, 
thy work with us here, shalt take us to tfrg^f, to pass 
from the greater glory to the greatest, a continual 
ti^sfiguration of ourselves to thin^*^mage and thy 
litmus. So may thy kingdom -come, and thy will be 
done on earth* as it is in heaven. 
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XXIV V 

0 19IOU who art eve97\^h«re, and needest not to 
' be entreated, nor askest the bonding ol ow 
knees, nor the prayer of our lips, nor pur Ibeart’s psalsa 
unto thee, we woidd drau^ ikstr to thee for a nibmei^, 
who art alwa]^ near unto us. We weuld remembo' the 
blessings thou givest«t^, the duties thou demandest, 
the sorrows we are tried withal, the offences which we 
\xnmnit ; and wl^ldwe muse on these things,, may the 
fire of gratitude and devotion be kindled on our altar, 
and our soaJs flame up towards thee like incense froih 
the alters tpf the just. From the momentt,of our com- 
munion with thee may we gather such strength that we 
shall worship thee always by a constant service from 
day to day. < 

Our Father who art in heaven, and on earth, and 
everywhere, we thank thee for the world of matter 
under our feet, and over our head, and about us, on 
every side. We thank thee for the night which hung 
the curtains of darkness about us, whereunder M{e could 
lie down ^d sleep in safety ; and that whoi we awoke 
we were still with tliM. We thank thee for the moon 
which wanted in beauty, and .chequered the darkness 
with her coiqdy light, and we for the sim 

whkh from faisSj^lden urn ponss day-iwross the wqrld, 
wanning and ble^ing evaytWig wij^' Jus s«teet an^c 
touch. We thank thee, O l,m:d,ior .tthe*'bcead we «it, 
for ^annents we put on, for the hpases which hold 
us, f<MP the which by night visits our wearied 
frames ; and we bless thee for the day^fuU 6f toil and 
opdortunitks to maiii^ endeavour. 
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We thaolc thee tax the gifts which thou h^ 
bestow^ upon us; for’th^ bodies so curiously aiu} 
wondeffuDy raade, "m a temple for a ^uit most 
w<mdrous and jfar more curiously made to dwell therrin 
enchanting the dust^into wise and human life. 
We thailk thee for the ever-questioning mind, whidl* 
hungers fqr use and truth and beauty, wherewith thou 
feedest us from age to age. *We bless thee for this large 
conscience, which seeks for justice, wherewith thou dost 
enlighf^ dur eyes and quicken what is innermost within 
us. We thank thee for these self-denying afiections, 
w&kh reach out unto friends and kinsfolk, nnto lover 
and beloved, f)aient and child, to countrymen,* yea, 
which si«ead out their arms to those that are needy 
everywhere. We^hank thee for this religious faculty, 
which through the darkness looks up to thee and is 
filled with thy ligh^, and we bless thee that in our hour 
of sorrow it brings to us exceeding tranquillity and 
hop^and strength. We thank thee for the dear and 
tender joys which are bom in our iimermost of con- 
sdousnessi which dwell there and fill the whole temple 
of our inner life with that presence wjhich cannot be put 
by, wMch is a blessing to us by darkness and by day, 
We tlumk thee. Father in heaven, for all the good whi(^ . 
has cmne from these great talents thou h^Uessed vk 

0 1 O thou whom the mortal eye^^^ot see, we 
-thee Ihat^ in every ^ add every land thod 
givo^ open vkbn .of thys^ to thy children, qpd In 
the tiiiags that am oeen miiTorest thine owh ‘ima^ 
We thank thee for pMbsoi^tas and: fnr<^l^ 
and, poets, m^hty men amt women, uhom tihou hf^ 
blessed with large* genius, who haw 
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gatheFed truth and justice/ and taught lo^, and 
lived blameless piety ; we^ thank thee for t^ revda- 
tions^ of manhood they have made to us. and the 
revelations of thine own s|mt which , through them 
have shone upon our hea^. , And for the greatest dlf3i«n 
all, as we fondly dream, we thank thee — for Ihim who 
taught so much of truth, and lived*so much pf piety in 
his soul, and blamel^ benevolence in his outward life ; 
we bless thee for his words of soberness, for his life of 
sacrifice and of duty, and all the gladness and joy which 
therefrom has come to the sons and daughters of men. 
We thankrthee not less for the millions of unremembered 
souls ^>f^nen and women, who in their c€»mmon callings 
of earth were faithful to the light which shone upon 
them, howsoever dim ; and we blessfthee that by their 
stripes we are healed, that* we have entered into their 
labours, and rejoice in the heritage which their toH has 
won and bequeathed to us. 

Remembering all these things, we would poq|i out 
our psalm of gratitude to thee, kindling a reverence and 
love within our heart. We remember beforif thee the 
duties thou givest, us to do, andj howsoever hard, pray 
thee that we may stir ourselves to be equal to task. 
We wSUKLnot forget the sorrows that are laid upon us ; 
the disapifU^ments, the bereavements, and afflictions, 
which the e^of man beholds ; and those nearer and 
worse which only thy sight sees in ^the heart which 
kupw;^ its own bitterness ; and pray thee that we 
tna^ strengthen ourselves mightily for these things, wd 
be made wiser and better within by the sorrows which^. 
,we endtire. ‘ * 

Of earthly thin|;3 we know not hew to pray thee as 
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we ongl^t, seeing as thrQugli a glass darkly, and n(:>t 
knowing whether poverty eg riches, whether disjister 
or triumph, shaH serve thy purpose best and make us 
noble men. But whatsoever of these* things we have, 
whether J;^ou ^dest our patlyvay with the sun of 
ser^eness, or thunderest before our face, holding the 
blackness of darlcne& over u$, yet give us the noble 
mind which loves the truth, the conscience which though 
it trembles as it lowly lies looks ever Jto the right,, the 
affection which makes us spend and be spent for the 
good of others — ^give us these things, and crown these 
virtues with sweet loving-kindness and fa^h in thee 
which need notfbe ashamed. ^ ® 

O thou who art our Father and our Mother, may we 
know thee as thotf irt, as thou revealest thyself in the 
clear depths of our soul. And knowing thee, may we 
love thee with all our understanding and our heart, 
with our strength and our soul; and making it all 
blam&less in our iimer man, may our outward life be 
useful also, full of beauty, and welcome in thy sight. 
So here ofi earth may we have a foretaste of thy^eaven, 
and fiy upwards towards thee, transfiguring ourselves 
by constant growth into thine image, till, finishing thy 
work with us on earth, thou layest our bodies* in the< 
grave, and to thiae own home takest our to b^ 
cvith»thee for ever and for ever. So m4fy thy Idngdom 
come, and thy will be done on eartK as it is in heavw, 
lor thine is the kingdom and the power and thsb gfory 
for ever and ever. 
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XXV 

0 ^ THOU who art pxfistnt evifcrywhere,«»we know 
5 that we need not ask thee to rmember us, for 
thou hast us in thy holy care and keeping by day s^d % 
darkness, and art the presence at our firesi^ |uid about 
our path, watching over* our riang up and our lying 
down, and acquainted with all ourVaJrs. In our weak- 
ness we flee unto fiiee, seeking to draw near thee, to 
know thee as thpu art, and worship thee with what is 
highest and bfest within our soul. Conscious of thy 
presence about us and within, and mindful of thine eye 
which istjver upon us, we would remember, the things 
which make us glad, or fill us with sadfless ; we would 
think over the good deeds which beautify our soul, and 
the ill things which ‘are the deformity of it ; and while 
we muse on these things, biay the fire of devotion so 
bum in our heart that from the momentary worship 
of our prayer we may learn to serve thee in our daily 
life through all our years. May the meditation ti our 
heart bring us nearer unto thee, and the words of our 
mouth ^cany us up and on in the great jourbey of our 
mortal life. « 

Father, we thank thee for this material worl^ above 
« u$^ diSd about us, and underneath, wherein thou hast 
cast the Ifi^of our earthly lot in exceeding pleasant 
places. We u)etnk thee for the st^s which all iflght ir 
their serene beauty speak of thee, \vhere there is no 
vmbe«nor language, yet the Speech of whose silence is 
felt by longing, hungering, and impatient souls. We 
tba& thee for the sun, which pours out the golden day* 
to beautify the sk^, and to bring new growth of pldnts, 
and life ol beast and bird. 
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We thank thee for the hwmn world which we otireelvea 
are ; we'bjcss thee the*la^ nature with which thou 
l^t endowed givii^ us tfe idctory over the ground 
and the air, making ev^ element tb serve us, and the 
by day t^ measure out our time, and distant 
stars by x%ht to keep watch" ovfr our place, letting us 
know where *tis we#stand upon thy whirling, many- 
peopled globe. We thank thCe for the large measure of 
gifts, the many talents wherewith thou enrichest this 
soul of man,^ wMch thou createdst nobler than the beasts 
that perish, and giftedst with such power immense and 
such immortal hope. « • 

We thank the^ for the Joys of our life, our daily bread 
which imports strength into our bodies, the nightly 
sleep which brings^tranquillity, recfuiting us from toil 
past and strengthening us for duties that spread out 
before. • 

We thank thee for the mortal friends that are around 
us, fo|^ the dear ones who are bone of our bone or spirit 
of our spirit, whom we put our arms about and fold to 
our heart, ^ gladsome .saci ament to our bosom, a serene 
blessedness to our eartllly mortal soul. We remember 
the new lies which join us to the world, little Messiahs 
bom into human arms ; and we thank thee for tjio tteder 
ties newly knit which join the lover and his buoyed, 
bridegroom and the bride, and all those i^citi^ 
ioT winch the heart pours out before thee its natural 
psalm of grateful^joy. We thaiik thee for tfb^i^de^ 
affections, whereby the earth blossoxi^ like a fose BOid 
iar-reaching philanthropies go out to btess the dis®b* 
wor||, counting mtolmd our kith and ki». 
thee for this deep religious faculty li^ch thrciig^ the 
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dirkiies^ of oarth looks upward to thine exceeding light, 
the star whose sparkle never dims but sfainesf through 
eveQr night adown upon the human soul. 

thank thejs for the duties thou g^vest us to do, 
our general toil by fireside and streefside, on land or 
sea, or wheresoever thou.^dest us to run fct the j^ise 
of thine own high calling. Yea, l?leSs thee for trials 
which are not toa^severe for us, and for the burdens 
which thou layest on our manly or womanly shoulders, 
that for others* Sake and for our own we may bear them 
nobly and well. 

O Lord, in the light of thy countenance, how nftiny 
wropg J;hings spring up to our consci|pusn6ss, .and we 
must needs stain our prayer with some tear of penitence 
for an error committed, an evil 4®ed, or some unholy 
emotion which we have kppt within our soul. We will 
not ask thee to forgive us and remove from us the con- 
sequence of wrong ; we know that so doing thou wouldst 
rob us of our right ; — but we pray thee that we msw learn 
to forgive ourselves, and with new resolution dry up 
every tear of penitence, and fill those footgteps which 
we Mve made in ancient error with new and .manly, 
womanly life, bearing us farther forward in our human 
march. 

We r^ember before thee the sorrows with which 
thou tries^ u^ how often we stoop at the bitter waters 
and fill our ninths with sadness. And if we ddre tfbt 
tha n k thee for these things, if we kndW not how to pray 
thee* about them as we ought, we yet thank thee that 
we^are spre that in all these things thou meanest us 
good, and out of these seeming evilsotill producest j;ood, 
making all things work together for the highest ad- 
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vantage of thine every child, among whom^tihou hast 
no son' petdition and not a single castaway* We 
thank t^ee for that other? that transcendent t^rorld, 
beytmd tins globe of matter and this sphere of present 
httimh consciousi^ess. We thank thee for that home 
whereint^ thou gatherest ti^ l^irits of just men mader^ 
perfect, and for«ot& desu: ones who have gone thither 
before us and bless thee that' they are still not less near 
because they are transfigured with immortal glory ; and 
have pass^ on in the road ourselveS must also tread. ‘ 
We thank thee for not only the hope, but the certain 
consciousness of immortality that is within our soul, 
giving us lighten our darkness, hope when else jve should 
despair ; and when we ai e bowed down and go stooping 
and feeble, with ^failing eyes and. hungering heart, we 
thank thee that we can lift.up our countenance towards 
that other world,* and be filled with joy and gladness 
of heart. 

Father who art in heaven, we thank thee for 
thyself — ^the materiality of material things, the spiritu- 
ality of, pur spirit, the movingest thing in motion, the 
livingest of life, the «dl-transcending in whatsis trans- 
cendent. O thou who art our Fatfier and our Mother 
too, we thank thee for thy providence, which is ^ver all 
thy works in this world, material, or humw, or trans- 
cendent ; yesL, for the infinite love winch *tbou beail^t 
""’to Everything which thou once hast borne. 

We pray thee? that we may know thee as tifeou art, in 
^ thine infinite perfection of power and n^om and 
jr^tice and holiness and lovei and knowings ma;^have 
wi|hin us thkt perfect love of thee which casta out evtty 
fear. May there J)e in our soul that farming 
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fiiefty which shail give as the vu^eoiy in our trial, making 
Hi stxoog for pul& ot for mijtm crossei tl»j|;^&re laid 
iqion *010: shouldras, and w&ging ue with toi^ streatg^ 
thatWt of sorrow we s^iall fly towards the^ gomg 
tlte valley of weeping and condng ord a stain 

' upon oar wings and no tfcar^op in oar eye. Ktay there 
be in as such love of thee that we ^lall love^eveiy tew 
which thou hast wria On sehSe or soul, and keep h; ka oar 
daily lives, inward and outward, till all within as be 
beautiful, till oixt outward conduct be blameless, and 
we make every day thy day, all work sacrament, and our 
time a long communion, with use to oar brothers, and 
with oalmndss, trust, and love to thee. ‘So on earth may 
thy kingdom come, and thy will be done here and now 
as it is in heaven, for thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the gtory for ever and ever, 

XXVI 

O THOU Perpetual Presence, in whom we live an<f 
move and have our being, we would dsnw near 
unto thesb once more in our mortal'conscionsness, adoidng 
and thanking and worshipping thee, who art of om* lives 
.the most Ijving thing, the cause and paovklence of all 
that be. ^ would ronembca: belbre thee the blessings 
thou givest to ^ ‘enjo3red, the dhties to be don^, the 
crosses we bear, anddhe tttnpt^aoas we encounter i' vre^ 
Woafal s{aepd all these things ond before our. eyes, and 
lotdc at in the light of !Uiiy conscious i»esence; and 
wl^ld%e maie thereon may the fire of devotion so bum 
in oar hearts that from our moment ot womhip we njay ' 
gaUler a otmtinoal attvice Of thee for«all time to come. 
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So may tbe meditatkma :o{ cm .hearts, anci' tti6 words 
ev^ raoa^., -^w m neu«r onto and 

j^tamgmen os lor (hity and ^qpe and sorrow and deUght: 

Oar Fathot^^wbo art always with us, we thank thee 
{or mate^ world thpi]^ hast given us. this great 
foodftti ground tmderoe&th oth- feet, this wide over* 
andnng heaven abuw our heads, and for the greater and 
lesser. Ugliits thou hast placed thereih. 

We thank thee for the work thou invest us to do on 
earth in our various callings, widespread in the many- 
peopled town, or in some lonely spot hid in the green 
whrld which compasses it about. We thank thee for 
all these fhings that our hands find to do, by fifeside 
and fieldside, in school, or shop, or house, or ship, or 
mart, or wheresoe\ir> thou summonest us in the manifold 
vocations of our mortal life. • 

We bless thee tot the joys which we gather from our 
toil, for the bread which strengthens our live bodies, 
for t^e garments and houses which shield us from the 
world without, for aU the things useful, and the things 
of beautjf, both, whereof are a joy to our spirits^ 

W» thank for the dear ones t,hou givest us on 
earth, called by many a tender name of friend, acquaint- 
ance, relative, lover or beloved, wife or husband, iiarent 
or child, and all these sweet societies of ibvii^ and 
congeni^ .souls. We thank thee for ^ joy which vro 
t!»ke^ these our dear ones, udiilst they are aekr us on 
earth, and whe^ in the course of thy provi^mce it 
pleases thee to change their countenance and seiid^tbem 
away, we thank thee stUl for that transcmidNii world 
i^horginto thou csbntinually gatherest those tibit 
lost in time. 



82 


Prayers 

We thanic thee, 0 Lord, for tby^tSi, thou transcendent 
One, yho embracest this ^ material e^ this 

human spirit, putting thine arms around all, breathic|[ 
thereon ^th thy Spirit, and quickemng all things ii^o 
vegetative, animative, or Ijuman lifec We thank thee 
fW whilst here on eartb!!; not knowing what a day may 
bring forth, nor certain ol pur mortal life for a momenta 
we are yet sure of thine 'almighty power, thine all* 
knowing wisdom, ^d thy love which knows no chai^ 
but shines on the least and the greatest, on, thy saint 
knd on thy sinner too. We thank thee that thou 
tmderstand^t our temptations, that thou knewest befote 
we wfre 'bom whatsoever should befall ms and that in 
thy fatherly loving-kindness and thy motherly tender 
mercy thou hast provided a balm for every wound, a 
comfort for every grief. Wd thank thee that when our 
kinsfolk and acquaintance pass froni earth, howsoever 
they make shipwreck here, they land in thy kingdom of 
heaven, entering there in thine eternal providence,^*heir 
eternal welfare made certain of before the earth 
began ^ be. 

While we thank, thee for these things, who needest not 
our thanks, while our hearts, overburd^d with their 
gratitude, «}ift up to thee the psalm of praise, while we 
remember ^ daily duties and the glorious destination 
thou hast appoii^ed for us^ we pray thee that wit^ great 
and noble lives we* may serve tb^ all the days of our 
mortal stay on earth. May there be in us mdk a pious 
kife3gr]j6<%e of thee, such reverence for thee, and such 
tniil: in thee, that we shall keep every law thou lu^t 
writ on our body or in our soul, anA grow wiser^aiuf 
better, passing &om the glory of a«good be^^nning to 
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the dory of a noble ehdhig, as we are led forward ^ 
thy ^plHt, wofldn^ together with ^ own. pay*byth^, 
may we Oor re]igi(»t by our faithful industry, 

doing what should be done, bearii^ what must' be 
b<nne,|Uid St alf times ac(]oi^)tingu3 like men. So 
tfi|r kingdom conie,‘and thy will be done on earth as it 
is te heaven. * 


XXVII 

O THOU Infinite Perfection, who fillet the woiid* 
uffth thyself, and art not far from any^one of 
us, we fleS uftto thee, and for a moment would draw near 
thee, that by the inspiration of our prayer we may know 
how not only tS worship thee fti our psalm and the 
adoration of our heart, bu{ to serve thee with our work 
in all the daily toil of our mortal lives. We know that 
thou needest neither our psalm of thanksgiving nor our 
as^Jhing prayer ; but our heart and our flesh cry out for 
thee, the Living God, and for a moment we would join 
ourselvft to thee, and warm and freshen our«spirit in 
the sunlight of thy countenance, and come away dean 
and strengthened and made whole. 

We thank thee for ail the various conditi^ of mort^ 
life. We bless thee for the little children who are of thy 
kingdom, and whom thou yet sufferesMo come unto us ; 
^e thank thee, for these perpetual prophets of thine, 
whose coming foretells that progressive h^dtoi of 
lighteousn^ which is ever at our doors, wapt^«td be 
revealed ; we t^ank thee for the jay whii^'lhuie %tle 
buds of promise give to many a fa]^id:'s nfotte:*s 
heart. We thani t^ee for the pbuw ^Suth ; ' we 
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bleas thee for its green ^omise/ its glad foretellin|, and 
its abundant hope, and its ej'e that looks ever aj^wards 
and evei^ on. We thank thee for the strength of 
manhood and of womanhood, into whosQ hands thou 
c^mxnittest the ark of the fapiily* the community, the 
nation, and the world. >^6* thank thee for the Jbength 
of the full-grown body, ^for the vigour «of the, mature, 
expanded, and progressive mind, and all the vast ability 
which thou treasui^st up in these earthen vessels of our 
bodies, holding for a moment the immortal soul thou 
• confidest to their care. We bless thee for the old age 
which crowSg man's head with silver honours, the fruit 
of long add experienced life, and enriches his heart Nvith 
the wisdom which babyhood knew not, which youth 
could not comprehend, and only long-continued man- 
hood or womanhood could itiature at length and make 
perfect. O Lord, we thank thee that thou hast made 
us thus wondrously and curiously, and bindest together 
the ages of infancy and youth and manhood anc^ld 
age, by the sweet tie of family and of social love. 

0 tho^ who art Almighty Power, All-presenb Spirit ; 
who art All-knowing Wisdom, andf All-righteous Justice, 
we thank thee for thyself that thou art in this wqrld of 
matter and»^his world of man and in that transcendent 
immortal wqrld which is the home of our souls. Yea, 
we bless thee tl^t thou art the substance of things ^ 
material, the motion of all that moves, ^ the spiritusSit^s^ 
of what is spirit, the life of all that lives. We thank 
thee |pf the motherly care wherewith thou watches^ over 
every living: thing which thou hast created, guiding tl^e 
swallow and the robin in their far-wShdering but jiot* 
neglected ffight, for without thee nat a^ sparrow falls 
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to the ground, and thou omrukst the seeming acddoit 
evmi^ the sparrow’s 'good. ^ 

Father, we rooember Wore thee ' our daily lives, 
thanking tht^ for our joy, and praying thee that there - 
may be in us sush love of ;(hee, such reverence and holy 
trust, fhat we sl^ use the* world of matter as thSu 
mMaest us to* use it all. In our daily work, may we 
keep our hands dean and an undbfiled heart ; may we 
do justly, and love mercy, and wall^ humbly with thee. 
When our cup runs over 'with gladness, may we grow 
bountiful to all that need our wealth, using our strength^ 
lor the weakness of other men, to lift up those that are 
fallen, to be«eyes to the blind, and feet to Ihe lame, and 
to search out the cause which we know not. We re- 
member our sorrows before thee ; and when our mortal 
hearts are afflicted, when sickness la3rs waste our strength, 
when riches flee bfl from our grasp, when our dear ones 
in their infancy, their youth, their manhood or old age, 
ar%lifted away from the seeing of our eyes— may our 
hearts follow them to that transcendent world, and come 
back laden with the joy into which they ha^e already 
entered. . Our Path*, may we so know thee as all-wise 
and jdl-just as to never fear thee, but perfect love shall 
cast out fear, and a continual spring-time, of fmth bud 
and leaf and blossom and grow and beflr fruit unto 
eternal righteousness. So may we from glmy to 
■glory, transfiguring ourselves intd an ever higher and 
more glorious likeness of thyself, and here op earth 
ent^ into thy kingdom and taste its joy, fts gladness 
and its peara. So may thy kingdom come, mrd ^y will 
be>done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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XXVIIt. 

O l1?pU lafitute Presence, who and movest 
and hast thy being in all thin|^ that are above 
us, and around us, and underneath, lor a moment we 
whuld feel thee at our heart, ^and {emember t!At it is 
in. thee, we also live and* move and have our beings 
Conscious of thy presence, we would look on our daily 
lives, that the murmur of our business, and the roar 
of the streets, and ttie jar of the noisy world, m^y mingle 
in the prayer of our aspiration, and our devout soul may 
change it alhinto a psalm of gratitude and a hymn ot 
ever-aseending pra 3 ^r. May the meditations* of ‘pur 
hearts and the words that issue thence draw us nearer 
unto thee, who art always above us«apd about us and 
within. ^ 

We remember before thee our various duties and 
temptations on the earth. In the time of our youthful 
passion, we pray thee that conscience may light its^e 
within our heart, to shed its light along our path, that 
we stumble not, nor fall into the snare of the destiroyer ; 
and in t^e more dangerous hour when ambitiqn t^pts 
the man, we pray thee that with greatness of re|igton 
we may bid.this enemy also stand behind us,.«and wait 
till we Iwdim hands and make him bear our burdens 
and grind the tmU whereby we achieve greater gjiories 
for ourselves, pray thee that when we are w&iki 
and pqpr and foolish, we may remember the source of 
all strength and all riches and ail wisdom ; mi when 
we giSw stfxmg and rich, wise and good, may we hev& 
forget our duty to the poor, the weakf^the foolish qpd 
the wicked man, bnt, remembering that mercy is more 
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than sacrifice,’ may we IcfVe otihers as we love ounelves, 
and flj^ve them la ^ ask thy blessii^ on us in our 
ttes^u»es andow'sms. * . 

We Toaeaiibac before thee those that are near and dser 
to os, joined by^^any a peasant tie, seen by the eyes 
gh: feltt>nly in the ^ul which trembles across distances, 
aad with the ^eclric bond df love joins the distant as 
^ near. We thank thee for all that we love, and who 
in turn love us; and ’mid the noisy world, we bless tlue 
for the qjiiet satisfaction which comes to peaceful loving 
souls. 

Father, we remember not less those whw are of us, if 
with us ho more, and while we dare not thank thee that 
the mortal has faded from our sight, we thank thee that 
we know that \)(hen friend and lover are put from us, 
they go not into darkness but into unspeakable light, 
borne out of the’ world of time to live for ever in thy 
glorious eternity. 

leather, we pray thee that in every emergency of our 
lives we may be faithful to the duty which the day 
demands, and with reverent spirits acquit us like men, 
doing what should be done, bearing what*must be 
bomf ; and so growing greater from our toil and our 
sufifeiings, till we transfigure ourselves into^qoble'images 
of humanity, which are blameless within Ind beautifid 
withqut, and acceptable to thy s{hit. ^ may Hby 
■kingdom come, and thy will be done <m earth as it is in 
heaven ; for ^une is the kingdtxn and the fxnyer and 
the glory, the dominion and honour, iot tmk eucr. 
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O T^fOU Infinite Perfection, art evefywhere 
present, by day and night, we W9uld flee tmto 
thee, and for a moment takf thee to our consciousness, 
i& whom we live and mnve and «have our b&ng, as 
them also livest and moy&t and hast thy being in us. 
Conscious of pur dfcpendence upon thee, we would 
remember our joy| and our sorrows, praying thee that 
from our moment of communion and of worship we may 
get new strength to serve thee all the days of our lives. 
O thou Infinfte Mother, who art the parent of our bodies 
and our souls, we know that thou hast us always irt thy 
charge and care, that thou cradlest the world beneath 
thine eye, which never slumbers nor sleeps ; and for a 
moment we would be conscious of thy presence with us, 
that thereby we may enlighten what is dark, and raise 
what is low, and purify what is troubled, and confirm 
every virtue that is weak within us, till, blameless #nd 
beautiful, complete and perfect, we can present our- 
selves before thee. • 

Father in heaven and on earth, Ve thank thee for^e 
world of matter thou hast given us, about us, undeepeath 
an<f aboyp our heads. We bless thee lor the animated 
world of livfog things that feed upon the ground, that 
ytkkg the air,* or sail unseen the depths of the sea^ We 
thank thee for all speaking and silent things which tfioun 
hast bipathed upon with breath of life. *We thank thee 
that from day to day thou spreadest a table for evei^ 
great and every little thing, that thou feed^t the fowls 
of heaven, and carest for the beasts ef the earth, ihe 
cattle and the creeping things, taking care of oxen, and 



Prayers 8® 

having thine eye on all the many millions ol creatures 
which hidest in tfie voters of the sea, where thou 
fee^st them with thy bdunty, houabg and (Nothing 
and ‘healing 

We thank theedor this gmt human world which thQU 
hast su^eraddad to, this eartii apd air and sea. Vfe 
thank thjw for *th» mighty capacities which thou hast 
given us for thought and toil, fdr use, and beauty’s 
sweeter use, for duty, and all the manifold works of 
mortal time. We bless thee for the eye of conscience 
which thy sun of righteousness doth so irradiate with 
lumling in his beams ; and we thank thee for this blessed* 
pov^r of alEacti'on which makes twain oni, and (thence 
educes many forth, and joins all in bonds of gladness 
and of love. Ws thank thee for this uplifted and uplift- 
ing soul of ours, whereby we know thee, our Father 
and our Mother, and have serene delight in thy continual 
presence and thy love. 

lather, we thank thee for that transcendent world 
near to the earth of matter and the soul of man, wherein 
thou dwellest, thou and the blessed spirits thou enclosest 
aa^oth the sea her mtititudinous and her fruitfhl waves. 

Father, we thank thee for thine ‘own self; for the 
fatherly loving-kindness, for the motherly tender*mercy,, 
which are over all thy works ; that thou Weakest thek 
breact to the humbler things that are beneath us, ai^ 
Ae^est us with bread from heaven, *even the spiritual 
food which is our soul’s dear sustenance. We, thank 
thee that when we slumber and when we wake, v^hen we 
think of thM. and when our minds are on the cites of 
eaiith, or the joys of friendship, thou hast uS equally in 
thy care, brooding over us with a mother’s k^, shelter- 
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ing 118 with all the perfections of thine infinite being. 
Yea, we thank thee t^t when, through the darlq^ tiiat 
files aHoij|t or the gross«*darknes 6 .of pervmed will 
within, we wander from thy wa}^, thy niotherly'love 
fmsakes us not, but thou reaclmst ovt tithie eim and 
IningMt back the wai^derer,.roundr^ himJloBie tt last, a 
wiaMT i^d a better man that he has donpd a^ auieced. 
so returned. • * ’ 

We remember before thee our inward ami our outwmrd 
lives, and pray th& that, on this material wwld, and in 
' this human, and surrounded so by thee, we may live 
* great, blameless, noble lives. May there be in us thk 
soul of piety which so regards thine' infinite p^wer, 
wisdom, justice, and love, that it shall scorn to disobey 
the law which thou hast writ on flesh ^r soul, but keep 
all which thou, commandest, and serve thee by a life 
that is continually useful, beautiful; and accepti^le 
with thee. May we have such piety witWn, trans- 
figuring itself to such morality without, that we |^all 
bear every cross which should be borne, do each ^ty 
which must be done, and at all times bravi^y iPiuit us 
like noble men. Thus may we gsow to t^jpmum^pf 
the stature of a co&plete and perfect man, paisiifl^ frotn 
j^lory to glory till thou finishest thjbWWk on earth 
through ous hands, and wt^comest us t» thine own 
khigdoin of heaven, to advance for evet ahd ever^ from 
glory to glory, frhm«ioy to j(^, as we ore led by tfi( 

So may thy kingdom cothe, and. thy tHU be dime on 
earth as it ^ m heaven. 
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O inftOU who jurt alwaj% aear to os, w» 19 our otm^ 
' sdoiumess would for a mosoeBt draw near unto 
thee; and, ^ee at our heart, would temenhlH: 

the cireiflnstajDoes of ^ur dl%dive^ the joys we ddigha 
in, th« torrous ugo bhar^ the stnl wherewith we transgress 
aganist tlm, the grave, and holenm, and joyous duties 
thou Invest us to do. 

0 thou ^0 givest to mankind liberally, we thank thee 
fat the world of matter wherein thou hast placed ns, 
iai the faeawms above our h^, for the stass that bum 
in p^pnidid splendour, though the mists df the«earth 
may hide them from opr sight. We bless thee for tl» 
SUB which above jthe clouds’ pours, down the light, and 
creates a world of beauty. We thank thoe ior this great 
foodful ground underneath our feet, for the grass every- 
where growing for the cattle, and for the bread which 
thei^armer’s thoughtful toil wins from out the fertile 
ground. We thank thee for the seed he has cast into 
its furrcgirs, and the blade piercing the earth vrith its 
bruie of p|ondse, foretelling the weeks pf harva&t which 
am to, follow in their appointed tun^ We thank' thee 
j y *>in-^e col^seuufrom the skies, thou sheddes(*down 
the unseen causey of harvests which are yeti*lso come. 

We, thank thei also fm this g^eat, g^mfons humaA 
MtiZre which thou hast blessed us witfrf We thank thee 
for the body, s(f curiously and wondrafuUy made ; and 
we ttumk thee for this toilsome and far-rea^ling mind, 
which gives us donuaion over the earth bineatfi our 
lee^ and makesnthe wmds and the waters:;seive os, 
which tames the dightning of heayen, and Imuiis the 
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time from the stars by night and the snn by day. We 
thank thee for that great world o 1 artistic use andd)eanty, 
and of scientific truth, whicfi the human mind made 
to blossom from 'out this ground beneath and ’these 
starry heavens wherewith thou girdest us about. 

We bless thee fot; the moral ;wnse, «htmgeSing and 
thirsdng after righteoi^ess ; and >fhat thou fiilest our 
conscience with thine o'nm justice, enlightening our 
pathway with the lamp of right, shining with its ev«r 
unchanging beams, to light alike the way of thy com- 
mandments and of human toil upon the earth. 

We thank thee for these dear affections which aet 
the solitary* in families, and of twain makd' oncT, and 
thence bring many forth, peopling the world with 
infantile gladness, which grows up to manhood and to 
womanhood in^ all their various forms. We thank thee 
for that unselfish and self-forgetful love which toils for 
the needy, which is eyes for the blind and feet to the 
lame, and is wisdom for the fool, and sprejds civilization 
all round the world, giving freedom to the slave and 
light to those who have long sat in darkness, r 

We thank thee for the great tiinmphs.of ,the httti>^ail^ 
race, that while {hou createst us indiv’idaally Utfle 
babied, am} .collectively as wild men, slw^jy butV«ir'te 4 s^iy. 
thou lead^t thy children from lov^ beginnings ever 
tqvward and* ever forward, towards those glorious ^eights 
which our e3re8 l&ve not seen nor our forefeeling.>l^aalw>' 
oompl^ely understood. We thank thSe for the troth, 
the ji^ce, the philanthropy and the piety, which elder 
ages ^ve brought forth and sent down to os, to gladden 
our qres and to delight our hearts. V 7 e tiiank the«; for 
those great, noble souls whom thou createdst with 
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gemus and fiUedst with its normal !ns|aration« who have 
shed li^ atong the hulnan path in many a dark day 
of our human history, and !n every savage land. And 
aboveall thes^ do we thank thee for that noble brottp* 
of humanity, who. in Ms humble life revealed to us so 
mteh of ^tke/so mi^h ofiove, an^ with such blameless^ 
jlety looked up*to jthee, whilA he forgave his enemies 
and put up for them a prayef. And not less, 0 Father, 
do we thank thee for the millions of men and women, 
who with common gifts and faithfulne^ have trod the 
way of life, doing their daily duties all unabashed by 
fear of men. We thank thee for what has been wrought 
out these damous or these humble haOd^ a^d has 
come down to us. . 

0 Lord, we thapfe thee for thyself, Father and Mother 
to the little child and the man fuU-groyai? We thank 
thee that thou lowest thy savage and thy civilized, and 
puttest the arms of motherly kindness about thy saint 
an<kround .thy sinner too. 0 thou who art Infinite in 
p(^er and in wisdom, we bless thee that we are sure not 
S^iiO^t&ine infinite justice and thy perfect love. 

Wetemopiber befor# thee our daily lives, and«we pfay 
in l^raere may be such knowledge of thf true 
stnlhf feeling of our nature's nobleness, that 
«^eshall love ttfc with all our understandi%, with all 
)ur b^art and ^ul. We remember the various 
.is^Du givest us, the joys we rejoice in, i:he sins we have 
>ften committecf, and we pray thee that tha:e may be 
iuch strength of piety within us, that it shall bjtmg all 
>ur powers to serve thee in a perfect concord of bar- 
^uior» life.* Imyouth may no sins of passion destroy 
>r disturb the sold, but may we use our members for 
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their most noble work; aiid in manhood’s more 
dangerous hour may no ambition lead us astray from 
the trjte path of duty a£d of joy. Wherever thou 
easiest the lines of our lot, there may we serve thee daily 
with a life which is a constfpgit communion with thyself. 
'So day by day may^e transfigure oureelves into nobler 
images of^hy spirit, ^alk ever in the light of thy 
countenance and p&ss firom the glory of a manly prayer 
to the granaer gl 9 ry of a manly life, upright before thee 
and downright ®before men, and so serve thee in the 
flesh till all our days are holy days, and every work, $pt, 
' and thought becomes a sacrament as uplifting as olir 
prayer. 6o‘may thy kingdom come, aial thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. * 


XXXI 

O THOU Infinite Presence, who occupiest all space 
and aU time with thy perfections, we Sifc 
thee, and would feel for a moment the conscious. 
thee, and in the light of thy countenance would 
out OUT life before thee, and so piy thee worship 
prayer that we may give thee manfy;;^<hd 
j,servic^ all ,our days. We know that^^i^ 
prayer froi& our lips or our hearts ; bu| in our fee tSS^ess 
aud dependence jipon thee, we love to join oum^ves 
for a moment, in silent or spoken prayer, with th^'e^wSD 
art ou:|; Father and our Mother, that we may gird up our 
loins and strengthen our spirit before thee. . • 

O £ord,*vdio givest to mankind liberally and up-, 
braidest not, we thank tl^ for ilk blessings thou 
bestowest from dky to day. For •the. earth under- 
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neatli our 'fe6t we bless thee, for the grai^ which is 
bread fer the cattle, fbr the grato which is the food 
of man.^ We tha^ thee that above our head there is 
another w^ld of beauty, where star 8|)eaketb unto 
and though be no voice nor language, yet thy 
great siflrit therein vjatches ^like ever the sleeping anfl 
the wakeM WG^d4 * 

w thank thee for this* great human world 
which thou Imt created. We bless thee for the glorious 
nature which thou hast given us, albove the material 
tbfogs, and above the beasts who feed thereon which 
tfiou hast made also subservient unto use We thank* 
thee^^or the gast talents, so various and so fairjp which 
thou hast lodged in these earthen vessels of our bodies. 
We bless thee fo| ©ur vast 5:apacity for imjprovement in 
every noblest tWng ; and ^hat thou hast so made the 
world that while ’we seek the daily bread for our body 
which perishes in the using, we gain also by thy sweet 
providence that bread of life which groweth not old, and 
strengthens our soul for ever and ever. 

We thank thee for the' joys thou givest us here on 
. t ail ^ for Jha blessings which comes as the resillt ^f#our 
da|:i^ 0 jl, w3|&b^e^ our mouths, and clothes ou^ bodies, 
>c:;r fAgieals us in the world where sl(6lfer and. 
' to our mortal flesh. We^hank thee 

for which comes from the process of aii 

^ . b 4 ^p>: 8 t humblest and the tughest. We bless 

thee for the moral sense, telling us of that star qt right 
which shines for ever in thine heaven, and Sheds down 
the light of thine unchanging law, even in the darkness 
of pur fofly andotour sin. We bless thee for this great, 
human heart by wdhich we live, making us dear to kinsfolk 
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and acquaintance* to friend and relation* Joining the 
lover and beloved* wife and husband* child and parent* 
in avpet alliances of gentleress and Jove. Father, we 
thank thee for this soul of ours* which hungers *and 
thirsts after thee, and will not be f^ save with thy 
truth, thy justice, aqd thy .love. „ 

’\ye bless thee for the gforious hist^^which thou hast 
given to humanldncf t that from the wild babyhood 
wherein thou createdst man at first, thou hast led us 
up thus far, through devious ways to us not understood 
but known to be ordered by thee, tending to that grand 
*-destination v^ch thou appointest for all mankind. We 
thank ^hej for the great prophets who ha.%e gone before 
us in every land and in every age, gifted with genius 
in their nature, and inspired from thee through the noble 
use of the t^epts thou gav^t them. We thank thee 
for the truths they taught, for the justice they showed, 
for the love to men which was their faith and their daily 
life, and the piety w^herein they walked and vjere 
strengthened and made glad. We bless thee for the 
ways of the world which were made smooth by^the toil 
ot t^iese great men, and that we can walk serene on paths 
once stained with their blood. O Lord^^ rthanJ^thee 
for oui^lbiqble brother who in^ generatig? ^ong^gone 
"brought so^uch of truth to darkling Alan, showed, so 
much of justice* and lived so much of philanthropy to 
men and of piets^to Jthee. * ® . 

Our Father, while wc thank thee for t^e material and 
the hiunim world, we bless thee also for that divine world 
which itransipends them both. We thank thee for \hit 
heave% the abode of spirits disembodied from the earih, 
and we lift up our^eyes towards thosp who have gone 
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before us, bur fathers or* our children, husband or wife, 
kinsfolk or friends, and we thank thee that we know 
that th^y are all safe with thee, thy fatherly arms around 
then£ andifty motherly eye giving them thy blessing. 

We thank thee«»for thysg};f, who fiUest that world and 
abo tbfi globe of natter and^ this^ sphere of man with 
thy transcmdcsit presence. *We bless thee for thine 
alni%bty* power, thine all-khowing* wisdom, thine all- 
ijghteous justice, and thine all-blessing love which 
watches oyer and saves every son and daughter of man- 
kind. In the midst of things which we do not understand^ 
we bless thee that we are sure of thee, and have towards 
thee^that* pesfec^ love which casts out every* fear. 

We pray thee that in our soul there may be such depth 
of piety and suck Sferene and tranquil trusty in thee, that 
in our period of passion w«? shall tame^every lust that 
wars against the* soul, making it our servant not our 
master. And in manhood's more dangerous day may we 
tame likewise the power of ambition, and make that our 
servant, to prepare the way where justice and wisdom 
and phianthropy and morality shall tread triumphant 
in their jqpmey on. hlay we use this world of jgiafter 
to build up ifedDeing that we are to a nobler ^ture of 
strength ai]yjpBLbeauty. And the great pmiK^s 'which, 
thou hast givei^us, of mind, of conscience, of heart, 
and qf soul, may we educate and culture them till we 
a4t£n thd* measure of the stature of a perfect man and 
have passed frdrn glory to glory, till thy truth.is our 
thought, and thy justice our will, and thy loving-kindness 
is the^ feeling of our heart, and thine own *holmess of 
Integrity is ouF»daily life. Thus may thy kingdom 
come', and thy^wil> be done on earth ds it is in heaven. 

H 





Prayers 


XXXII« 

O ^THOU Infinite PresAice, who ^ art eVerywlim, 
whom no name can describe, butcwho dwdtet 
in houses made with hands^ yet fiUest the heaven of 
heavens with thy |)erfe^tlons, wf wouid draw near 
^ for a moment to thee who^ for ever«art <near tp us, and 
would think of our own lives in the light of thy 
countenance, and^so gird up our souls for duty, and 
strengthen ourseives for every care and every cross thou 
^layest on us. We know that thou needest nothing at 
our hands j^or at our heart, but in our weakness, 
conscibus* of our infinite need of thee, we Would 
strengthen ourselves by the j>rayer of a moment for the 
service of the day and the week, and of all our lives. 

We thank tbfee for the world wherein thou hast cast 
the lines of our lot. We bless thee for the material 
universe where thou hast placed us. We thank thee 
likewise for the noble nature which thou hast given to 
us, for this spiritual earth and heaven which we are ; 
for the ^ths that we know, for the justice that we see, 
ibr'tbe love that we feel to our bfotber and all the 
manifold felicities we gather from th^ iccordasace of 
^congeni^^uls that make sweet muS^ra the earth. 
We bless tliee for our dear ones, folded ixi bur arms, 
sheltered undem^th our roof, fed witlb the toil our 
hands or our hea^, *for those who are bone o'f our boc;e 
and flesh of our flesh, and those others not less who are 
soul <4 bur soul. We thank thee for those who daily , or 
weekly gather with us, a benediction to our eye^, their 
voice the household mu^c of our healts, and for those 
also who are scattered abroad, and a^e of us still, 
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though ' no k>i|gar with m We thank ^ee ior all 
these which tboii givest to our earthly flesh and 
to our^heUven^ soul. • 

bless ttbee for thyself ; that we know of thine 
perfection thy unending, thy justice all* 
fll^teon, ihy wisdqpn all^IeR|^win|, and thy love whidi 
biesin ^nd saves •mankii^ with beatitudes which we 
^ not know or dated not ask/and could not even 
dream of in our highest mood of prayer. We thank thee 
that wlnle thou foldest the great universe in thine arms 
i^d carest for every system of suns and stars, not less 
dost thou feed every Uttle plant with sa'^amental cup 
froi^ each ckmd, pouring thy blessing on the tibes and 
the grass. We thank thee that thou watchest over the 
spider's nightly> y^eh spread out- upon tjie grass, and 
carest for every great anJ every little thing, and art 
father and mothW to all the things that be. O Lord, 
we thank thee that thou Invest us not only for what we 
am to-day, and for the small service we render to each 
other ; but as no earthly father, as no mortal mother 
loves her only child, so thou lovest us, and from thine 
own sweet infinitude* of love poorest out thine 
on Jew ^dVGcntile, on Christian and Heathe^Ti loving 
thy sinner as t|bou dost thy saint. 

We pray th^ that, so gifted, and so surrounded, and 
thus ^{Watched over by thy providence, we may know 
tkee as tHou art^ and love thee with all our understanding 
and our heart and sotd. May we keep the law whkii 
day py day thou writest on our flesh and in our and 

serve^thee with every limb of our body, with our spirit’s 
every faculty, whatsoever power we gain overt 
matter or over man,^ In may thdre be stich love and 
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such trust in thee that we shall keep every law, do every 
duty, and make ourselves in th^ sight as fa£r(«s the 
flowerJon earth or the stars id heaven. » May no tfndean 
thing stain our hands, no wicked feeling despoil us of 
beauty within our heart, and jpay we love our brothers 
a# ourselves, and thee above all. pius from thi baby- 
bud whereinto we were bom, may we open the great 
manly and womanly "glory of the flower of earthly life, 
and bear fruit of eternal life in thy kingdom of heaven. 
So day by day may thy kingdom come, and thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 

XXXIII 

O THOU Infinite Spirit, vSio dwefles^Jn houses made 
with liands, yet everywhere not less hast thy 
dwelling-place, we flee unto thee to remember before thee 
the joys we delight in, the duties thou givest us to do, 
and the sorrows we needs must bear ; and in the light 
of thy countenance we would be strengthened for every 
duty, and filled with gratitude for every joy thou givest. 
As ‘thou feedest the ground with sanlight froip on high, 
and waWest it, when it asketh not, out of the heas^ens, 
^ we Rnofe that thou wilt feed and refresh us:\pth ihy 
bounty, ana hcedest not that we should ask tb^^i but 
in our darkness we turn unto thee for light, and ip our 
weakness we would SR our little urns with strength, Ind 
make ourselves beautiful in thy sight. * 

O thou who art our Father and our Mother, we thank 

C' ' e c 

thee for thedoving-kindness and the tender mercy which 
^are ova: all thy works. We thank tboe that, creating 
this world so great and adorning it so fair, thou bast yet 
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made our spirit vaster than the bounds of time and 
space.^ ^e thank th^ for the great nature thou hast 
given us ; v\re bless thee fof its power of ceaseless progress. 
We thank thee for every triumph which mankind has 
won, for all tbe^great tn^^te which have come sounding 
musical fromf past |imes, lor all ^the noble men wh8m 
in ^tant days thou raisedst up out *of humanity, to 
tdl us of our power and in their fives to reveal to us so 
much of thyself. 

We thank thee for men and women in our own time 
pot less gifted nor less faithful, who also speak as thou 
inspirest them, telling words of truth and of justice and 
of Jove, by* streetside, and in lane, and •house, and 
ever 3 nvhere, pursuing the calm and beautiful gospel of 
their lives wher^^iil they publish humanity^to all mankind. 

We thank thee for all tfcat has come to us from past 
times and our own day. We bless thee for the special 
gifts thou givest to us in our several families and homes 
amd hearts. We thank thee for the new-born life we 
rejoice in, and for other lives that are spared, long 
familiar to our eyes and our heart. 

We blcips thee fof' the various seasons of flfe^jfop<he 
little bud of infancy, and for the great hands(^e flower 
of manly and womanly life, fragrant witJ>> noi)e, and 
prophetic in its beauty. And not less do we thank thee 
for the ripened fruit of humanity ; yea, and for venerable 
age, crdWed with silver, and rich with the recollections 
and the beatitudes of many deeds well done, thank 
thee for all the joy thou givest in this manifold human 
life Jo child and parent, to lover and beloved, toliusband 
and \nfe, kinSfolk and relative and fri^d, and tl\ip 
gladsQjne benediction which thusnhou settest on thy 
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children's head. Yea, we thafik thee that when our 
mi»rtal spring has spent its blochn, when ova^ earthly 
summe^rt is ended and vanMied, and the ripenetl 
falls from our human tree, thou jtskest tq thyself *tlie 
seed thereof to be with thee |or ever and for ever. 

•Remembering all these things, wj pray^^thee ?hat we 
ofliay Hve great a\id glo^iouS lives, fuHof the strength of 
humanity, and enriched with benedictions from thyself. 
May we use our bodies wisely, counting them but as the 
earthen vessels to^^liold the spiritual treasure thou gives! 
us. In the innermost of our soul may we dwell familiar 
^th thee, knowing aU of thine infinite perfections, anS 
so loving the6 that our love shall cast but every l^gar, 
and we shall keep the law thou writest on this world of 
matter and with thy s^ill smsdl voice prgclaimest within 
the innermost '^ofi.our soul. t)ay by day may we grow 
nobler and brighter by the blessings ’thou givest, till 
within us all shall be blameless, and outward everything 
shall be beautiful, and we shall pass from the glory of^a 
good beginning to the greater glory of a triumphant end. 
So may thy kingdom come, and thy will be done am earth 
aso^^is in%eaven. 


XXXIV 

O THOU Infinite One, who art the perpgtual 
presence in^ matter and in mind, we fiee lAto 
thete in whom we live and move and havfi our being, and 
for a m(xnent would hold thee in our consciousness^ so 
that from the morning worship of our Sabbath-day 
fre may learn to serve thee aU the days of ovBc Uvf s, 
strengthened thereby and made blessed. 
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We tiank thee for the great world of matter, wher^ 
thou hhfldest our bodies up, axd wtence thou feedest 
them Continually from day to day. We thank thee 
for the great gospd of nature which thou hast writ, and 
revealest amtiuually, ig^the heavens over us, in the 
grouncf undenus, and in the^air whereby both we and^ali 
tUihgs continuidl^.Uve. ^ ^ ' 

We thank thee for that greater world of spirit whereof 
thou buildest up our several souls, for the vast capa- 
bilities which thou givest to us, the power to know, 
to' feel, to will, to worship, and to serve and trust. We 
thank thee for the power of infinite growth which thOu 
gi^fest to manlcind, and impartest also tinto gach one 
of us. 

We thank thee for all the blessings which have come 
to us from the men of timis past. We bless thee for the 
great whom thou hast gifted with large talents and with 
genius, whom thou sendest from age to age to be the 
leaders and the guides of thy children, marshalling us 
the way that we should go. We thank thee for such as 
have brought scientific truth to light, for those who have 
organize!^ into families and communities and^stat^bdud* 
nations thy multitudinous children on^the e^li. We 
bless thee for all who have taught us truths ^ho have 
shown us justice, who have revealed th5r^ilE to us in all 
thine infinite beauty, and have taught us to live a 
blimeless life of love. We thank tltee for thy profAxets 
^d evangelisfs, who in every tongue have spdkm to 
minkind, doing gre^it service to the millions, who ware 
about them waiting for one who should ^ealf to them 
tby wbrd. m ^ 

W^thank thee for him who in^days Icmg ance thou 
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raisedst tip in the midst of darkness to establish light. 
And though mankind has worshipped the brothii&whom 
we ought but to follow and to onitate, yet we tharfk thee 
for the great truths* he proclaimed in speech, and the 
noble life that he lived on eartj^ showing us the way %o 
thee, telling us the truth from^thee, and living so ihuch of 
that life that is tn^thee an& with thee for.ever and eVer* 

' And not less do we^thank thee for men with talent 
to teach in our own days; who, likewise, serve their 
fellows by telling^ fruth and proclaiming justice, and 
living the calm, sweet life which is piety within and 
piiilanthropic love without. We bless thee for those 
whose gjaddehing feet print the earth with the bene- 
diction of their presence, for those whose toilsome hands 
do good continually to m^^J^kihd and ask^ no return, for 
those whose large mind carries the lamp which is to 
guide mankind from darkness to a large, fair place 
where they shall dwell together in gladness and in peace ; 
and for such as reveal to our consciousness the greaj: 
truths of thine infinite goodness, power, and love, and 
who incarnate them in life. O Lord, we thank tiiee for 
the* prophets and apostles,, the sages^ and the 
saints o^' our own day, called by whatever name and 
wherever 'ti^e lines of their lot be cast. 

We remenmA: before thee thine own infinite perfection 
and while we ’thank thee for the world of mattered 
the world of spirit Vhkh are thy gifts, still more do wft 
thank thee for thyself who art the giver folding in thy 
bosom otlier worlds of matter which we know not of, ^d 
worlds iff spirit whereof we dimly learn and whereunto 
with continual yearning our spii7t would ascend.'^ ' ^ 

We remember our* lives before thee, our several joys 
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that we thank thee for •and yet know hot how to tha^ 
thee d^e ought. The sorrows ^u givest us— we 
dare not praise thee for them, but in their darkness and 
their cloud,* we stiB thank thee that thy light comes 
through the darkness aKi thy hand is underneath the 
cloud, leading us f<jrward -througli them to better alid 
more glorious thi^. ^ , 

We remember our daily duties/how hard they often 
are ; and we pray thee that we may^use the noble facul- 
ties thou hast given us, may bear ^very cross Which 
qitrst needs be borne and grow greater by suffering what 
we needs must endure, and, by doing What thou com- 
m^dest as ^ur duty, may become whaf thoutwouldst 
have us be. Father,- we gray thee that in us there may 
be such knowl^^e of the#, such* love towards thee, and 
such trust in thr?, and such a noble^^pious life in our- 
selves, that we shall bring every limb of our body and 
our spirit’s every faculty into thy service, and so out- 
wardly, not less than inwardly, live lives that are as 
fair as the lilies of the stream or the stars of heaven, 
and so te blameless and beautiful and acceptable in thy 
sight. TJ^us may thy kingdom come, and thy 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 


XXXV 

e UR Father who art in heaven, and on e^rth, and 
everywhere, we flee unto thee ; and for a moment 
woujd be conscious of t^ presence, and in the**light of 
thy countenantfe woura remember our joys and eny 
sorro\(g^ our duties, our transgresdons, and our hopes, 
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and lift up to th^ the glad psalm of gratitude for all 
that we rejoice in, and aspire towkrds the meai&re of a 
perfect iman, and so worship thee that we shall seitre thee 
all the days of our lives with a gladsome and accepted 
service. So may the prayer oi^nr hearts be acc^able 
ulfto thee, and come <5ut in^our da^y life -as fai? as the 
lilies and lasting^as the stars. %* » 

Our Father* who al-t everywhere, and givest to thy 
creatures liberally and upbraidest not, we thank thee 
for the world of matter over our head and under our 
^ feet and about us on every side. We thank thee for the 
serene and stormy days wherewith thou equally givest 
thy saoraraenl of benediction to all things that “ire. 
We thank thee for the great psalm of creation, where 
day by day, when there is no voice ilo^ language, star 
speaketh unto*flcwer, and Aower speaketh unto star, 
and the ocean proclaims to the sky the power and the 
order and the tender mercy of thy spirit, dwelling in 
every great and every little thing. • 

We thank thee for this human world whereof ourselves 
are a part, and for the vast faculties which th#u hast 
us. •For the fair bodies, the crown oicjfeation, so 
curiouslj^and wonderfully made, with senses which ^ake 
hold of *each material thing and feed thereon, converting 
its use and its beauty to means of human growth, we 
thank thee ; and for this great power which thou gjvest 
us, feeding alike oif truth and beauty, gaining the vi^isy 
over material things, making the ground* the winds and 
the waters, the stars and the very fire of heaven^T:^ 
serve our various needs. We thank thee for this great 
floral power, whereby oiu* conscience cemes int<f accord 
with thine, and we *know thy justice and make it our 
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buxnan hile of conduct, ^making ourselves useful to eSch 
other acceptable 4o thee. 

We thaiA thee for these generous affections which, 
im&liish, res,ch out their arms to father and mother, to 
Idnsfolk and -friend, to ]|^r and beloved, husband ^exld 
wife, p&ent and duld, ar^d all fhe great r^ationships 
whereof the wof]4 is full. ^ We t]>sfik thee for the 
greatening power of charity; which transcends the bounds 
of family and kindred blood, of acc^uaintance and con- 
genial soul, and goes for ever loving op, careful for those 
who are cast down, and seeking to bless with light those 
who are sitting benighted in the comers t)f the earth, fo 
sti^ tfie fetters from the slave, to give* knowledge to 
the ignorant, and to ieach virtue and piety to men that 
are bound toggttter in their sin^ in nowise able to lift 
themselves up. ^ * 

O Lord, our tather and our Mother, we know that 
we need not ask any goocf thing from thee, nor in our 
prayer beseech thee to remember us ; for thou lovest us 
more than we can love ourselves, and art more desirous 
of our #temal welfare than are we for our own prosperity 
of a single day. • * 

We*pray thee therefore that oursdlves may bn faithful 
to all the gifts which thou hast given us. Remefaberii\g 
thine infinite love and thy tender providence, may we 
put^way all fear from us, and shaking off*every partcle 
of Superstitious dust, may we oper^ our souls to that 
glorious love 'f^hich constrains us to keep every law 
w!i|ch thou hast wijt for us. So knowing ^hee and 
trusting thee, may we never think meanly of tHe nature 
tbpu h&t given^o us, l^fiTuse these bodies as the vessel|^ 
which ^old th^ precious tre^urw thou hast poured 
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therein, and with our mind and* our conscience and otir 
heart and our soul may we serve thee daily by <™t wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth whish alone aschieves the great 
end of human destination. So using ourselves, may we 
wisely use the world of matter4-hat is about us, and by 
bilr daily toil not only h^use and ^clothe ‘^and ^d and 
medicine our but by the process thereof instruct 
our intellect and enlarge our conscience, q^ckeh our 
affections, and magnify this religious power that is in 
us. So day by day may we serve thee with perfect 
service ; and when thou hast finished thy work with uj, 
tfien, triumphafit, may we journey home to be with thee, 
to knov/ thee as ourselves are known, ai$d pass.^^om 
glory to glory for ever and evpr, entering into those jo3rs 
which the eye has nottseen,^or the ear, heard, nor the 
heart of man completely known. So niay thy kingdom 
come, and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 


XXXVI 

THOU Infinite Presence, who art everywhere, 
we'flee unto thee for a moment, who ^art always 
near unto us. We* would be conscious of thy power, 
thy wisdom,, thy justice, and thy love, and wnile we 
feci thee speaking in our hearts, we would remember 
before thee our jo;^ and our sorrows, our hopes and our 
fears, whatever of virtue we have attained to,* and*tLe 
transgressions also which have defiled our souls. Ii|av 
the words of our mouths and the meditations of cour 
hearts be acceptable in thy sjg^t, O Lord, otir strength 
and our redeemer. ^ ' r 

O thou Infinite Giver of all things, We thank tliee for 
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this rich world, where thou castefit the lines of our 
lot. wit^ thank thee/ for the exceeding beauty which 
thou hlist scattered throughout the heavens and every- 
where. on this broad’ earth of thine. ^ 

We thank thee likewf^p for this great human world 
which o%rselv«s mak^ up. Wt ble%s thee for the gloridbs 
nature which thoiijtost given^s, for^jHe large facilities, 
and the unbounded means ’for de^^^pmeht afforded in 
our daily toil. We thank thee for the glorious destina- 
tion which thou hast set before us^' jippointing us our 
duties to do, and giving us that grand and lasting wel- 
fare which thou wilt never fail to bestow on all arid 
ea^whb ash for it with their prayer and toil. • 
pSher, we thank thee for the work which our hands 
find to do on earth. We hless thee that the process of 
our toil is education for oin'body and^ur mind, for our 
conscience and our heart and soul. We thank thee for 
the reward which comes as the result of our work ; yea, 
Uis bless thee for the houses that we live in, for the 
garments that we wear, woven up of thoughtful human 
toil, fop- the bread that we eat, and the beauty that we 
gather from the ground or create from the manife^ 
material things which thou givest ud^. * 

FJtBrtsr, we remember before thee likewise that othej 
world which transcends the earth of matter and the 
world of human things ; we thank thee for that world 
which the eye hath not seen, nor# the' ear heard, nor the 
heart of man fully conceived. We bless thee for the 
.spirits of just men ipade perfect who have gone before 
us into that kingdom of heaven, to shine like theTmornirig 
stgrs ot earth, 4ree fronrall the noises whi^ harass tlje 
world. . Father, •we remember before thee those dear to 
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oor hearts still, though severed from our side ; if ^ 
dare not thank thee when father or motberf when 
husband or wife, when son or daught^, when Sinsfolk 
or ^quaintance haVe their countenance changed, and 
they themselves are bom anQ^ into thy kingdom, we 
still thank thee that we amisure th^ are with thee, that 
no evil befalls tlk. little one, or tba<£hature one, or the 
aged, but the^arms ei thy loVe are about them and thou 
leadest them ever forward and ever upward. 

O thou who art^fnfinite Perfection, we thank thee for 
thyself ; and we know that out of thy power, thy wisdom, 
thy justice, and thy love, have flowed foith this world 
of matter, and this world of man, and that kingdq^ of 
heaven whereinto we all hope to enter at the last. We 
thank thee for thy loving-kindness and tl^ tender mercy, 
which are over al! thy worlis *5 and where we cannot see, 
save through a glass darkly, we will still trust thee, with 
infinite longing and with absolute confidence and that 
love which casteth out every fear. 

Father in heaven, so gifted as we are, so surrounded, 
and so destined for immortal welfare, we pray tbee that 
hire great and noble lives on the earth, unfolding 
our nature day by day, using our bodies for their purpose, 
j3^d th^ soul for its higher use, growing wiser asd better 
as we change \|me into life and daily work into exalted 
character. So may we live that every day we Jeam 
some new truth, ^ctise some new virtue, and becbme 
dearer ^d more beautiful in thine own* sight. So may 
thy kingdom come, and thy will^be done on eartti as 
it is in neaven. 
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pixxvn 

O TTHOU Ignite Spirit, who art always present 
we kruDW that we need not ask thee to remember 
m; and though In the ^vArnkness of our psalm we thus 
entreat* thee, flyet in^the streijgthof our heart's praybr 
e/e know that ^thoiyneedest no ent^tmg^ but rmicm- 
berest us for ever and for ever. 0 thou who art our 
Father, we thank thee that all day long thou hast us in 
thy perfect care; and when the night comes, and we lie 
down, that thou still watchest over us, and givest to 
tlty beloved even in our sleep. Father, ^e will not ask 
the(^),^ draw nigh unto us, for thou livest and enovest 
and hast thy being in all^ things that are, and most 
joi all in our owji souls. we* will seek to draw near 

unto thee, that, ^warmed*^ %\thy firemn(i strengthened 
by thy light, from the moment of our worship we may 
serve thee better all the days of our mortal life. 

fFather, we thank thee for thyself. We bless thee that 
thou createdst us and all things from thy perfect love^ 
and pr«^appointed us all to infinite and eternal welfare, 
and in the world about us and the world within 
wonderfully provide the means thereto, so tliat our 
follies P¥en shall help us, and the wrath 9 f man shall 
serve thy great purpose, and the rem^der of wrath 
thou.,wilt restrain. O Lord, who art ovx Father and our 
Mother tbo, we thank thee that*thy never fails, 
t^t though duf mortal friends perish from out oip: sight, 
though father and lather may forget us, an<^ we be 
faithless to our own selves^ yet thou never leavest, nor 
'fors^^keSt, nor airt^uhfaith^, but lovest us far more thai^ 
we ar^i^^le to ask jor even to thinh or to wish. 
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We thank thee {or all the.j^pssings which w have 
inherited from ages gone before We bless thee for 
30 much of civilization as has fallen to our lot, 4 or the 
noble - institutions Which our fathers budded up With 
their prayer and their toil, \jji^h theii> sword and their 
bR)od. We thank thee for every wise cthiiig^in our 
government whk^ has come dovs^'to jis, for all* the 
-excellence which is our Social organizations,* for the 
friendly affection which adorns our household and our 
home. We thanjc^thee for those schools of the people 
where thou instructest thy children from day to day ; 
we bless thee*' for the sweet influences which proceed 
thenccpand ehrich mankind. ’ * 

We thank thee for all the good there is in ilT the 
churches called after thy nanje ; we bless thee for all the 
various denominations on earth, th^king thee that 
their several faith — ^whether Heathen, or Greek, 9r Jew, 
or Christian — ^is to them of such infinite worth. We 
bless thee for all of truth which we may have gathe^-ed 
from the various religions of the world ; and most of all 
for what we have learned of thyself, in the cqjm and 
‘'^tiftconuhuning of our own hearts with thee. We thank 
thee that thou inSpirest all of thy children ®wbo,c with 
tjopen fnind and obedient heart, flee unto the^/feeeking 
for truth, for justice, for love, and the sweet piety which 
adorns and beautifies the inner man. 

We remember fihe.great duties which are before^ us, 
incumljent on such natures and so large an inheritance 
and such ample opportunity fo^ toil. We reme^^er 
before *lhee* with shame and confusedness of heart our 
^own weakness, our folly and^ur^pride*apd the manjlold 
transgressions wherewith we sin against our body or 
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cmr son), against thy gj^i^ess, O thou Iniinite Mother, 
who lft)ld«5t us in th/ arms and warmest us with the 
breath*of thy lore. And we pray thee that we may put 
away every tolly, and be greatly chastised for every 
wrong, till, penitent theisefor, we turn from it, and, 
though with bleeding feet, tv^d the patfcs of righteous- 
ness, leading us to fj^ce and giadn^'and joy of soul. 

* Father, we will not pray thee for this world’s goods ; 
we know not of these things how to pray thee as we 
ought j therefore we dare not ask the# for riches or for 
ppverty, for length of life nor for shortness of days., 
But we pray Irfiee that we may so toil in our various lots 
thatJijgL^ §5^o\f wiser and better, that we have m sure and 
abiding sense of thy goodn^s, thy power, and thy love, 
and of the gre^* and nature thou^hast given us 

and the glorious ^destination ^ou hast*prepared. Then 
may our hands work out our own salvation ; with joy 
and with gladness may we then toil for our brother men ; 
and our poor and humble lives-r-may they enrich and 
magnify the age we live in. Thus day by day may we 
serve thee ; and so may thy kingdom come, and thy will* 
be done 09 earth as it is in heaven. 


XXXVIII 

* [AT HIS LAST SERVICE IN PUBLIC.] 

e THOU \^o art eveiywhensj whom no eye can 
see but every heart can feel, we flee un^ thee,^ 
and for a moment would ^old^ thee in ouf consdous- 
he^ wfio art ml far from any one of us, but alwaya 
hast thy care^and keeping, wdrtching over us and 

I 
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doing^^us good. We would r/^imber before tfcee our 
joys and our sorrows, our hopes al^d our fearsT oiy good 
deeds and our transgressions*. And while we medjtate 
thereon, may we be penitent for every wrong deed and 
greatly ashamed of all^wickedn^s, yet b*e filled wi^ noble 
aspirations whigh shall be^i" us up higlfer and higher 
heights of m^nly e^jcellwice. O tftbiti whe art eyer near 
us, may thy spirit pray with us in our prayer, teaching 
us the things we o^ght to pray for, and strengthening us 

. mightily in the inner man. 

♦ ^0 thou Infinite Spirit, we thank thee for all thy 
loving-kindness and thy tender mercy which gave us 
our bekig firs\, and len^henest out our hV^s fro:p^day 
to day and from year to year, v^hilj thou preSentest 
before us the mmortai life, ^which eye b^is not seen, nor 
ear heard, nor Oar frail itinds completely understood. 

While we stand at the entrance of a new year, ifemem- 
bering thy presence with us, we cast our eyes backward, 
and we thank thee for all the joy and the gladness whLh 
came to our lot in the months that are past. We thank 
thee for the health and energy that have beeu in our 
‘Sarthly ^fi^ame. We .bless thee foi the work pur hands 
found to do, for the joy which comes from the hai:viested 
result of our toil and thought, and that greater but 
unasked joy and blessedness which comes frcdi the, 
education which in thy marvellous providences the 
process of our dail]j*toil doth bring about. * ^ 

Father, we thank thee for the new ties of mortal loye 
yrhich yfe have formed on earth,, whereby eyes behold 
light in mutual eyes, Ind hg^ts that once were twain 
fbecome one. We thank thee fon the ife<?^-bom blesscngs 
which thy loving-kindness has left ^in* many ai^^^tgimest 
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homei^ We bless thec^ the joys which spring from the 

various srffectioftS of |^e, which set the solitary in families, 
and o*f twain mike one, and thence bring manifold life 
to increase and multiply and gladden the world. .. 

Father, we ‘rfememberih before thee the sorrows and 
disappointments wjth whic^ we have ^metimes bfeen 
tried. We remem45€5: the dear one5 whom. thou hast 
taken from our mortal arms, whose countenance thou 
hast changed, and whom thou hast sent away. And 
though we .have not always been stroi^g enough to under- 
gtand thy providence, or to welcome the hand which 
took as that^which gave, yet we thank tfiee that through 
th^ij^knejft tliat surrounded us we can see e gseat and 
marvellc^us light, whereui^to we are marching step by 
'Step, whither pur dear qii$s are gone befbre, not lost 
but found in th^e. 0 Father on eartht Father in heaven, 
Father and Mother too, we thank thee for that other 
world whither so many of our friends are gone, and 
whither our own faces are also set We thank thee 
that we are conscious of our immortality, and sure that 
when4iive drop the body we .ere clothed upon with im- 
mortal li|e, ‘and pass^from glory to glory, in^a prf^resS' 
whieh-can never end. * , 

We^teiember before thee the sins and transgression^ 
whic we have often committed ; we remember tie 
wrong deeds that we have done, the unholy feelings 
thlt w^liave cherished, aij|i the wicked thoughts which 
'^ave sometim^ come into our m|nd5 and been bidden to 
jesl and tarry there., O Lord, full of pain and sadnjis 
for every wrong deed wp haj^ done, foi the unholy 
words we have Spoken, and the wicked feeKngs we ha\e 
uojjiq^ed, we pfa^ thee ttfat we inay not be cast down 



jKititencie, bat may, of tmr trtaaglisSismi 

1 ^ warned by our fall, walk moi;e haedfollyrm %Eiaaa 
Hl^lXeto <ieane,and ioaiaiy from strength to sfanai^h, 
onr Ibatids updifted and our bUrt# sustained by thee. 

O thoa who knowest what all time shall bcmg^fortb. 
cast ora eyes forward; a^d;though£yerydayishid(^ 
in daikoesa before our/yes, we pray 'th^ that there nti^ 
be Sudi Ught within our heart that it shall make it all 
glorious light about us, from hour to hour. In the 
ftreqgth that thou, givest us may we do the appointed 
duty of each day, and reverently bear its croaj^ ah4 UU, 
fill up all Ota time with thy service. Within 
true religioB &id its temple and its home.^ May,r*hy 
great truths dwell in us, bringing noble feelings o^love 
to each other and unchanguig and peri^f love to thee | 
here may they' live and their perfect wmk. May 
the!y bring down every high thought which exalts*itseU 
unduly, may they tame every unworthy passion and 
change our ambition from evil into good, so that all ouv 
days shall be thy days, our prayer thy worship, and our 
life thy continual service, and all our earthly doings 
Ge’giadsoifie and glorious in thy sight. The^, when 
thouMst finished thy work with us on earth, m^we 
^ cmr eyes towards thee with gladness and gicat joy, 
'«adi go home io that woidd where all tears are wiped 
firam every eye and where sorrow and sighkg ^all 
oohse no more, butVc shall shine in the hghf of tny 
love andgass from glm^; to glory. Ausi^ 






